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The Canadian Avanti 
 
The Canadian Avanti is published bi-monthly by the Canadian Avanti Owners Association (CAOA), a chapter 
of the Avanti Owners Association International (AOAI).  
 
The Canadian Avanti Owners Association is a non-profit organization committed to preserving the history of 
the Avanti automobile. We currently have +60 members located in all provinces across Canada. We are a 
Chapter of the Avanti Owners Association International Inc. Our group strives to promote the research and 
study of the Avanti and the companies that have produced it over the years. We wish to share our knowledge 
with others and encourage the acquisition, preservation, restoration, and maintenance of all Avantis produced 
by Studebaker and successor companies. Our Canadian Chapter also promotes fellowship and camaraderie by 
publishing a newsletter bi-monthly, participating in local CAOA or Studebaker Drivers Club events and our 
general meetings held quarterly at various members’ homes. Ownership of an Avanti (Studebaker or successor) 
is not required. 
 
 

CAOA Chapter Officers 
 

President:   Steve Wohleber  sbwohleber@gmail.com  
       705-383-2432 
Vice Presidents: 
  

Prairies:   Ted Dirksen  tdirksen@suncor.com 
(Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba)    780-458-6134 
 

British Columbia  Dwayne Jacobson dwayne@havenproperties.ca 
       604-531-2341 
 

Ontario:   Hugh Campbell  avanti@cogeco.ca 
       519-978-0600 
 

East:    Graham Gagne  kg.works@ns.sympatico.ca 
(Quebec, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, PEI, NFLD)   902-758-1210 
  

Treasurer:   Dave Moxham  davemoxham@live.com 
       705-898-1326 
 

Secretary:   Mike Emmerich  Studeemike@yahoo.ca 
       519-740-6118 
 

Membership:   Bill Harris  billharris@rogers.com 
       905-628-6370 
 

Newsletter:   Mike Emmerich  Studeemike@yahoo.ca 
       519-740-6118 
 

Webmaster:   Sue Lusted  lin93@sympatico.ca 
       905-945-0027 
 

Technical Advisor  Peter Sant  psant@cogeco.ca 
       613-966-5160 
 
 

Websites: 
 

CAOA:   http://www.canadianavanti.ca 
AOAI:   http://www.aoai.org/ 
SDC:   http://www.studebakerdriversclub.com/ 
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President’s Message… 
 

All the Best Steve Wohleber 

Greetings All:  
 
This message will be slightly askew as I have 
been caught up in a number of my other 
volunteer commitments in the last month or 
two.  Our community did significant repaving 
of our roads this year (finally after 38 years 
we have a paved road at the end of our 
driveway!) and I am Chair of the Local Roads 
Board.  Also President of our Lions Club and 
Chair of our Nursing Services Committee 
who are presently building a new Primary 
Care health clinic to replace our 34 year old 

converted mobile home.  2600 sq. ft. and moving day is November 4 - 6.  I've ended up being the 
site super and all round coordinator, inspector etc., so a busy time right now.   All coming 
together but a million little things to be resolved.   
 
Another season is wrapping up and I hope all of you have enjoyed many events and opportunities 
to drive your Avanti.  We are always looking for your stories and pictures so keep them coming. 
Your executive is already looking at next year's activities and it looks like another good season 
ahead.  Remember elections take place at our next meeting.   Please offer any nominations or 
suggestions.  I will stand for President again and hope to continue serving CAOA as best I can.    
 
Anyway, so how is your car?  I find it a seasonal phenomenon that things wear out, break, burn 
out or just plain stop working at this time of year.  We often feel betrayed as we put so much care 
and attention into our vehicles and use them only sparingly.  So why won't they work when we 
want them to?  Remember, we are dealing with 1950’s technology here, and even for Avanti II 
70's and 80's.  Remember your daily driver back in the 60's or 70's? (Well maybe not all of you). 
 How often did it need repairs?  Plenty from my recollections.  Our family used to trade in every 
four years or so, with max 20,000 miles on the odometer, yet I can still recall my dad 
complaining about the cost of tires, water pumps, mufflers, battery etc. and we had a garage! It's 
just the nature of the beast, and of course, as most of us have relatively new daily drivers, we 
have become spoiled by their dependability and longevity.  Even recently restored cars can suffer 
from electrical corrosion from long periods of sitting.  So take advantage of this down time to see 
that shows and driving around aren't the only kinds of attention your car gets.  Old mechanicals 
are very forgiving, but require continual maintenance.  The owner’s manual for my 1961 MG 
midget suggests grinding the valves every 10,000 miles!   
 
In closing, a hearty welcome to all new members and here's looking forward to even more 
Avanti on the road in 2012.   
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Editor’s Message... 
 

By Mike Emmerich 

Fall is my favorite time of year. You get 
those beautiful sunny days with cool 
evenings – just perfect for a drive. As an 
added bonus – no bugs to scrape off when 
you get home. 
 

The Saturday before Thanksgiving 
(October 8) was spent on the road. In the 
morning I headed out to Dyments 
(http://dyments.com/market/) to pick up an 
apple pie for some friends (Bill Harris 

introduced me to this place – a must see if you are in the area, especially for treats!). It 
was a beautiful day so I decided to take the coupe. I had put in some new spark plugs as I 
was experiencing an occasional “miss” (found the porcelain insulator cracked on one 
plug). What a difference. This ½ hour excursion took me well into lunch – over 3.5 
hours! I had some more errands to run in the afternoon, so why not take the Avanti. I 
ended up at three box stores and two friends before I made it home – this was over 5 
hours! 
 

There are some good events included in this issue. I especially enjoyed Dwayne’s report 
on the Can Am Zone Meet and Peter Sant’s report on the Pure Stock Muscle Car Drags. 
One thing I learned from both reports is the comradery among Avanti enthusiasts out 
there. I highly encourage anyone who is travelling in Canada to look up fellow members 
where they are headed and get-together. 
 

I included an article in this newsletter that 
I wrote for the Hamilton Chapter. While 
there were two Avanti present, both were 
built in South Bend and not Hamilton. 
Even the coupe was built in California 
back in 1940 before the Hamilton plant 
opened in 1948. But, it was a tour I always 
wanted to do and going on it with 16 other 
Studebakers and Avanti was a blast. If you 
ever wanted to see the plant, do it now 
before the Studebaker name disappears or 
is torn down. I would be happy to take you there! 
 

There are not many shows or cruises left for 2011. Seems to be quite a few swap meet’s 
scheduled around the country as people get settled with their winter projects. I suspect 
that Steve Wohleber is working on a new battery and alternator and Peter Sant is looking 
after some power steering pump issues. What are you doing this winter? 
 

I am looking for some items to take us over the winter season, so if you have some 
pictures (or stories) send them in. I also would like to know what car shows or cruises 
you attended and will go back to again. 
 

Cheers! 
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Letters to the Editor 
 

By Mike Emmerich 

Aug 29: Mike, I did not make it (Aug 25 A&W). I was hoping to, but the last couple of 
hurdles to get the car on the road got in the way.  Broken spring and loose kingpin = 
delay in safety.  I am off on holidays later this week, so I hope to get it on the road in 
early September.  It is looking really good as the attached pictures show.  I am quite 
proud of it as it is a bucket list item I never thought I would be able to realize.  I thought 
the 63 Grand Turismo would be the pinnacle of automobiles I would own in my lifetime. 
Regards Neil Grant. 
 

 

Aug 29: Just returned from the Can-Am Meet in New Westminster. Met Dwayne 
Jacobson and his wife Sharon, great people really enjoyed and a really nice treat, Roland 
and Maryann were here. Nice to see them again. I will contact Lyle and get a story 
around the 88 as soon as I can. Ted Dirksen.  
 

Aug 29: Hi, Yes quite a few on the 25th (A&W) but weather threatened rain, about 175 
to 200 cars there for that one. Brian Chappelle. 
 

Sep 7: Hi Mike; Just a thought.....instead of bcc'ing the CAOA members, couldn't you 
just cc them and then anyone in the club receiving your emails could have the email 
address of other CAOA members and this might create more communication amongst 
members from sea to sea to sea. Valerie and I will be seeing Roland and Marianne 
tonight at Ted & Lori Dirksen's home in St. Albert. Have a great meeting on the 11th. I 
doubt if anyone will be flying in on the 10th anniversary of 9/11. Best regards, Barry 
Slipp. 
 

Sep 8: Hi Mike; Here is a shot of Ted 
Dirksen, Roland Vardon, and Barry Slipp 
beside Barry's 1983 Avanti. Roland and 
Mary Ann were passing through 
Edmonton (St. Albert actually) on their 
way back from New Westminster, B.C. 
They were on their way to visit a son in Ft 
MacMurray, AB on their way home. A 
beautiful summer night. Best regards, 
Barry Slipp. 
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Letters to the Editor 
 

By Mike Emmerich 

Sept 22: Hi Mike, Here is the old steam tractor that was in the parade (Victoria Day) and 
after at the car show in Lynden Park where I took the Avanti. The owners brought along a 
hot lunch prepared right inside the front of the boiler. The mechanics / drivers are the 
owner’s wife and daughter 
Bill Harris 
 

 

Sept 28: Just read page 34, in the Avanti Mag, where you received an award for 
outstanding work and commitment to the Avanti, at the 2011 AOAI Meet. 
Congratulations. I just received an email about our future soccer trip to Italy, next July 1 - 
14, 2012, had to quickly look up the 50th Anniversary South Bend dates so I don't miss 
it, barring any catastrophe, I’ll be there, got my car back last week, trying to do as much 
cruising as Mother Nature allows, one thing for certain, rain flows off that fuselage 
elegantly, it looks as good wet as she does dry, maybe better. Have a great day  
Hugh Campbell. 
 

Oct 4: Hi Mike, I did not take any pictures (Maple Leaf). I rode with Will Norton in his 
Cruiser due to the Avanti being parked with a broken Power Steering Pump. Will 
probably has a lot of good pictures. The tour itself was great with fall colors to see plus 
good eating establishments and a visit to a Bear Sanctuary. Vern and Mervis did a good 
job. Three Avanti took part. Peter Sant 
 

Oct 11: Pics of car show at Ruthven Park Cayuga. Site of famous Thompson home of the 
mid 18 hundreds. There were 240 cars at the show. Roly’s friend Graham won the 50/50. 
$340. Fred Hall has put a 60’s Stude truck grille on his Lark. Jim Anderson. 
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Letters to the Editor 
 

By Mike Emmerich 

 

Oct 13: My other Avanti II… 
http://www.avweb.com/avwebflash/exclusivevids/ExclusiveVideo_NBAA2011_PiaggioP180AvantiII_205571-1.html 

One of the most unusual-looking aircraft flying and shown at the static display during the 
2011 NBAA convention in Las Vegas, the Avanti II is an all-Italian twin-turboprop 
airplane. Manufacturer Piaggio Aero says the Avanti II offers superior speed per 
horsepower and larger interior cabin dimensions than its competition in the turboprop 
segment. Brian Chappell 
 

Oct 17: Steering Box Grease. Does anyone know of a source for this grease in Canada 
other than ordering it from Stud International?  Much appreciated. My car sits in the 
garage waiting for a new pressure hose for the steering control. I burnt the one in it - 
rested up against the headers.  I have wrapped this section of the header as well as the 
section that sits within 1/2 inch of the Steering box. (that box must get real hot). Always 
something to do! Best regards. Dwayne Jacobson 
Editor: Peter might know. I have the oil from SI plus John Stuart who rebuilt the steering 
box gave me a bottle of 80 or 90W oil to use. They told me to use theirs for warranty 
purposes. So I would ask anyone out in your area that rebuilds steering boxes (think 
transport truck). As well, the fluid in the pump, hoses and control valve is transmission 
fluid (Dexron?). I was told that this is preferred over PS fluid. Cheers, Mike Emmerich. 
 

Oct 19: Use the 90 weight oil that was provided. It will not leak if the rebuilder has 
installed a new seal. It will be slow to fill be patient. The power Steering fluid should 
be any ATF usually Dexron III, but I am currently using Trick Shift ATF because I have 
some extra that I am trying to use up. So far no ill effects. Peter Sant 
 

Oct 19: After digging around I ordered a tube of High Temperature EP Grease (range -20 
C to 800 C) from M K Impex Canada - out of Mississauga ON. 14oz tube cost 27.00 plus 
shipping. Still waiting for my new hoses from Studebaker International - more than 3 
weeks now. Pony Express. They say the horse and rider left about then.   
Until then it sits in the garage.  I installed new header wrap in the areas closest to the 
Steering box and to where the new hoses come close to. Regards Dwayne Jacobson. 
 

Oct 23: Hi Mike. Well finally here is the report (Can Am). Please add in the pics where I 
indicate. Best regards Dwayne Jacobson. 
Sharon and I are in Hawaii right now - 10 days to celebrate our 40th. 
Editor: Congratulations! 
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By Mike Emmerich 

CAOA Meeting  
September 11, 2011 

 

Unfortunately the scheduled meeting for September 11 did not happen due to some 
key members not being able to attend. I have included the proposed Agenda and 
some additional items (in red) for your records. 
 

Old Business: 
 

CAOA Crest:  Additional crests only $5. 
 

Web Site: Sue Lusted has created a hidden link to our website for the 
newsletter and roster. 

 

Newsletter: Only three members have requested a mailed copy. Members are 
still reminded that if receiving a newsletter by downloading from 
the website is problematic, they can still receive a hardcopy in the 
mail. The cost of doing so is minimal compared to a frustrated 
member! 

 

2011 Calendars: Please contact Dave Moxham if you would like another 2011 
calendar at a reduced price. 

 

New Business: 
 

Made In Canada: We (Ontario Chapter SDC) intend on producing T-shirts/Mugs for 
this special event and wish to have permission to put your Logo on 
these T-shirts/Mugs as co-participants & Trophy Sponsors.  Selling 
these items will keep down the overall costs and with some of your 
membership in attendance at this event I think it would be nice to 
promote and also acknowledge your support for this event next 
year. Any questions feel free to ask and looking forward to your 
club/Chapter's participation in Studebaker "Made In Canada" next 
year. Will Norton 
 

Motions made by Mike Emmerich September 29, 2010: 
I would like to make a motion that we allow the Ontario SDC to 
use our logo on T-Shirts and Mugs for this event. 
Seconded – Steve Wohleber 
Carried.  
I would like to make a motion that the CAOA sponsor this event 
by providing $100 for the Avanti Classes. 
Seconded – Dave Moxham 
Carried. 
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By Mike Emmerich 

Will Norton confirmed receipt of the money. This will go towards sponsoring the Avanti 
Division of the car show (1st, 2nd, 3rd prizes) and also get us a table in the Sagonaska 
(Trade/Display) room from Fri - Sat of the event for club promotion/information 
purposes. Our Club Logo will be on the event T-shirt along with ours and the Hamilton 
Chapter that will be for sale during the event. Anyone having knowledge of the 
whereabouts of former Studebaker employees and/or dealers are asked to advise Ontario 
Chapter President Will Norton of such persons. Feel free to ask anything else as all is 
going well and people can book their rooms now and also send in their registration if they 
like. 
 

Website: I (Lewis Schucart) saw that your chapter now has a website that 
one of your members has volunteered to do.  I don't know if your 
chapter is charged for this or how it is paid for, if at all.  
But you might want to bring up at one of your meetings that the 
AOAI can host your chapter's website at no cost.  We cannot put 
the site together or update it... that will all be up to one of your 
members. But the actual site and domain name can be given to 
your chapter to use however you all wish, at no cost. 
I can make the URL something like canada.aoai.org or whatever 
else you want at the beginning or  xxxxx.aoai.org and your chapter 
can keep the address for as long as you wish. 

 

 Sue Lusted is still looking for your Avanti! Please check out the 
website to see if your car is pictured (along with a story) and if it is 
not there – send to Sue Lusted! 
 

Roster: Any comments? Send any changes, new additions to Mike 
Emmerich and Sue Lusted to update the Roster and Website. 

 

Distinguished Member Award: Mike Emmerich awarded the Distinguished Member 
Award for the Canadian Chapter of the AOAI.  

 

Newsletter: CAOA won 1st Place for the Canadian Avanti newsletter by the 
AOAI. Awarded to Mike Emmerich. 

 

Christmas Dinner: The CAOA has been invited to the Hamilton Chapter SDC 
Christmas Party. If you are in the area and can partake, please 
contact Stu Chapman. The party is the day before our general 
meeting. Thelma Chapman reported that arrangements for the 
Christmas Dinner were complete. She is co-chairing the event with 
Donna Graham. The date is Saturday November 26th at Sotiris 
Greek Restaurant, 3135 Harvester Road in Burlington. Social hour 
begins at 6:00 pm and dinner is at 7:00 pm. The menu will be a 
choice of chicken souvlaki or salmon and the cost, including 
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By Mike Emmerich 

appetizer, dessert, coffee/tea, taxes and gratuity, will be $30.00 per 
person. If neither entrée meets a member’s dietary requirements 
then one can order from the menu but the cost will be a la carte. 
Members will pay by individual checks which will have optional 
beverage costs/taxes/gratuities added to the dinner cost. 
MasterCard and VISA will be accepted. We will have a Carol Sing 
with the support of Paul Revell, Santa Claus and friends with gift 
giving, and optional Studebaker National Museum contribution 
and Food Bank donation. Members are asked to each bring a gift 
for exchange with a value as close to $5.00 as possible. Members 
will be asked to confirm their attendance with Thelma Chapman, 
by November 18th, via email at tchapman8@cogeco.ca.   

 

Elections: Next meeting at Bill Harris. Nominations? 
 

Events: 
 

June 15-16, 2012: Crossroads Zone Meet, Frankenmuth MI. Flyer attached in this 
Newsletter. See http://www.frankenmuth.org/ 

 

June 28-July 1 2012: Ontario Chapter's celebration of the 50th anniversary of the SDC, 
40th of the Ontario Chapter and 160th of the Studebaker 
Corporation in Belleville ON. See http://www.ontariosdc.ca/smic/ 
Peter Sant is the CAOA contact.  

 

July 29-Aug 4, 2012: 48th INTERNATIONAL MEET in South Bend, IN. Hosted by 
Michiana Chapter. HQ: Marriott Downtown Hotel. Join us in 
celebrating 50 years of the Studebaker Drivers Club! Activities at 
the Century Center and Fairgrounds. See www.michiana-chapter-
sdc.com for more details as they become available. 

 

Meetings for 2011: November 27, 2011: Bill Harris, Dundas ON. Coincide with  
   Hamilton Chapter SDC Christmas Party. 

 

Meetings for 2012:  Scheduled meetings will attempt to tie into an event. 
 We encourage any member who would like to open their home to a 

meeting (or know of a good location to hold one). Please contact 
any of the executive to let us know.   
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2011 A&W Cruise 
Dartmouth, NS 
 

By Graham Gagne August 18, 2011 

 

There was excellent weather for the cruise this year.  Sunny but not too hot 
and the cooler breeze off Halifax harbour kept everything nice.  The A&W 
has cruise nights every Thursday and it is reported that they are well 
attended with usually around 300 cars if the weather cooperates. 
 

This year for the big cruise 
the total had to be over 
1200.  The A&W parking lot 
was jammed as was the two 
big ferry terminal lots.  Cars 
were beginning to line the 
roads and the lower terminal 
parking lot.  An excellent 
selection of street rods and 
’50s to ‘70s classics and 
muscle cars and a smattering 
of 40’s.  Added to the mix 

were some nice European models including a Jensen Interceptor, Jaguars 
and a Rover plus the more common MG and Triumph models.  The absence of 
pre-war cars does detract from the cruise.  We all like to look over the 
oldies but, the show is in the afternoon/evening and driving the oldies after 
dark is likely an issue with many owners.  There must have been six Vipers on 
display which is quite a lot considering the population of Halifax/Dartmouth. 
 

This year two Avanti were on display.  Brian and Norma Chappell’s ’75 and 
Graham & Katherine Gagnés ’63 R1.  Later in the evening Jerry Schnare 
arrived with his ’62 GT Hawk.  We are all members of the Atlantic Canada 
Chapter of SDC. 
 

The 3rd of September is the date of the annual Stanley Airport Fly-in of for 
small planes that can land and take off from grassy runways.  Brian Chappell 
is very involved with the show and will be there with his Avanti.  Graham 
hopes to attend also and there may be a few more Studebakers in 
attendance.  But, more on that later. 
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VALVE ADJUSTMENT‐‐ STUDEBAKER V8 

By Peter Sant 

I have just completed a valve adjustment on my Avanti 289 engine and I thought 
that I would share with you the procedure that I used. 
 
First remove all the spark plugs. (Time to do a compression check here). 
 
Remove the coil wire from the distributor and ground it to the engine block. 
 
Using a jumper wire from the started solenoid to the battery ( I have a push button 
jumper set from Canadian Tire) " Bump" the engine over to put the engine on Top 
Dead Centre (Timing mark on the vibration damper lined up with the pointer). This 
can be done in two ways. One is by removing the distributor cap and verifying 
where the rotor is pointed or the way that I do it by removing both valve covers 
and checking where the valve position is on number one cylinder. (The valves on 
number 1 should both be closed and you can easily tell by pushing on them and 
they should move about .025.). 
 
You may be able to rotate the engine with a big wrench on the vibration damper 
bolt to make the mark line up exactly with the pointer and mark on the vibration 
damper, but on an Avanti this is next to impossible. If the mark on the vibration 
damper shows that it is on Top Dead Center but number Six is in firing position it 
really does not matter, just follow the chart below. 
 
With Pointer and engine on Number 1 firing position adjust valves 
EXHAUST Number 1, 3, 4, 8 
INTAKE Number 1, 2, 5, 7 
 
With pointer at Number 6 firing position adjust valves 
EXHAUST Number 2, 5, 6, 7 
INTAKE Number 3, 4, 6, 8 
 
Now, the factory manual specifies valves to be set hot and running. This is a very 
messy and awkward thing to do. It is best to set your valves cold and I mean cold. 
Allow the engine to sit overnight to be sure. Then set the valves to .027 not the 
.025 as the manual states. I prefer to set valves a bit on the wide side as today's 
fuels seem to make the engine run a bit leaner (hotter). 
 
After you have done the valve adjustment in accordance with the procedure 
outlined you should do a double check just to be sure that you have set them 
accurately and you have not made any mistakes. 
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Upcoming Events... 
 

Chapter Events 
 
 

Meetings for 2011: Nov. 27, 2011:  Bill Harris, Dundas ON. ELECTIONS! 
 
AOAI Events 
 

TBA Stay Tuned as events are announced for 2012! 
 

SDC Events 
 

June 15-16, 2012: Crossroads Zone Meet, Frankenmuth MI. Host hotel is located 
centrally – walking distance to everything. Details will be provided 
as they become available. 

 

June 28-July 1, 2012: Studebaker “Made in Canada” Celebration, Ontario Chapter SDC. 
It's to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the SDC, 40th of the 
Ontario Chapter and 160th of the Studebaker Corporation. See 
http://www.ontariosdc.ca/ as information becomes available. 

 

July 29- Aug 4, 2012: 48th INTERNATIONAL MEET, July 29-Aug 4, 2012 in South 
Bend, IN. Hosted by Michiana Chapter. HQ: Marriott Downtown 
Hotel. Join us in celebrating 50 years of the Studebaker Drivers 
Club! Meet hotel is the Marriott, with activities at the Century 
Center, and Fairgrounds. Come to South Bend and enjoy a fun 
filled eventful week! See http://www.michiana-chapter-sdc.net 

 
Have an event you would like to add? Please contact Mike Emmerich with the details and 
I will include. 
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HISTORICAL TRIVIA 
 

By Carl Held 

Did you know the saying "The GOOD LORD willing and the Creek don't rise" was in reference 
to the Creek Indians and not a body of water? It was written by Benjamin Hawkins in the late 
18th century. He was a politician and Indian diplomat. While in the south, Hawkins was 
requested by the President of the U.S. to return to Washington. In his response, he was said to 
write, "The GOOD LORD willing and the Creek don't rise." Because he capitalized the word 
"Creek" it is deduced that he was referring to the Creek Indian tribe and not a body of water.  
  
In George Washington's days, there were no cameras. One's image was either sculpted or 
painted. Some paintings of George Washington showed him standing behind a desk with one 
arm behind his back while others showed both legs and both arms. Prices charged by painters 
were not based on how many people were to be painted, but by how many limbs were to be 
painted. Arms and legs are 'limbs,' therefore painting them would cost the buyer more. Hence the 
expression, 'Okay, but it'll cost you an arm and a leg.' (Artists know hands and arms are more 
difficult to paint). . 
  
As incredible as it sounds, in Elizabethan times men and women took baths only twice a year 
(May and October).  Women kept their hair covered, while men shaved their heads (because of 
lice and bugs) and wore wigs. Wealthy men could afford good wigs made from wool. They 
couldn't wash the wigs, so to clean them they would carve out a loaf of bread, put the wig in the 
shell, and bake it for 30 minutes. The heat would make the wig big and fluffy, hence the term 
'big wig.' Today we often use the term 'He's a Big Wig' in reference to someone who appears to 
be, or is, powerful and wealthy. .  
  
In the late 1700's, many houses consisted of a large room with only one chair. Commonly, a long 
wide board folded down from the wall, and was used for dining. The 'head of the household' 
always sat in the chair while everyone else ate sitting on the floor. Occasionally a guest, who was 
usually a man, would be invited to sit in this chair during a meal. To sit in the chair meant you 
were important and in charge. They called the one sitting in the chair the 'chair man.' Today in 
business, we use the expression or title 'Chairman' or 'Chairman of the Board.'  
  
Also in Elizabethan times, personal hygiene left much room for improvement. As a result, many 
women and men had developed acne scars by adulthood. The women would spread bee's wax 
over their facial skin to smooth out their complexions. When they were speaking to each other, if 
a woman began to stare at another woman's face she was told to, 'mind your own bee's wax.' 
Should the woman smile, the wax would crack, hence the term 'crack a smile'. In addition, when 
they sat too close to the fire, the wax would melt. Therefore, the expression 'losing face.'  
  
Ladies wore corsets, which would lace up. A proper and dignified woman, as in 'straight laced' 
wore a tightly tied lace.  
 
Common entertainment included playing cards. However, there was a tax levied when 
purchasing playing cards but only applicable to the 'Ace of Spades...' To avoid paying the tax, 
people would purchase 51 cards instead. Yet, since most games require 52 cards, these people 
were thought to be stupid or dumb because they weren't 'playing with a full deck..'  
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HISTORICAL TRIVIA 
 

By Carl Held 

Early politicians required feedback from the public to determine what the people considered 
important. Since there were no telephones, TV's or radios, the politicians sent their assistants to 
local taverns, pubs, and bars. They were told to 'go sip some Ale' and listen to people's 
conversations and political concerns. Many assistants were dispatched at different times. 'You go 
sip here' and 'You go sip there.' The two words 'go sip' were eventually combined when referring 
to the local opinion and, thus we have the term 'gossip’. ' 
  
At local taverns, pubs, and bars, people drank from pint and quart-sized containers. A bar maid's 
job was to keep an eye on the customers and keep the drinks coming. She had to pay close 
attention and remember who was drinking in 'pints' and who was drinking in 'quarts,' hence the 
phrase 'minding your 'P's and Q's'.  
 
In the heyday of sailing ships, all war ships and many freighters carried iron cannons. Those 
cannons fired round iron cannon balls. It was necessary to keep a good supply near the cannon. 
However, how to prevent them from rolling about the deck? The best storage method devised 
was a square-based pyramid with one ball on top, resting on four resting on nine, which rested on 
sixteen. Thus, a supply of 30 cannon balls could be stacked in a small area right next to the 
cannon. 
 
There was only one problem....how to prevent the bottom layer from sliding or rolling from 
under the others. The solution was a metal plate called a 'Monkey' with 16 round indentations, 
however, if this plate were made of iron, the iron balls on the bottom layer would quickly rust to 
it. 
 
The solution to the rusting problem was to make 'Brass Monkeys.' Few landlubbers realize that 
brass contracts much more and much faster than iron when chilled. Consequently, when the 
temperature dropped too far, the brass indentations would shrink so much that the iron 
cannonballs would come right off the monkey. Thus, it was quite literally, 'Cold enough to 
freeze the balls off a brass monkey.' (All this time, you may have thought that was a 
crude expression.) 
 
Carl loves to send out jokes and pictures. I have learned to look around to see if it is safe to open 
his e-mails! This one, however, is safe and enjoyable. Makes you wonder how many of these are 
truly real, as they sure sound like it! 
 
Keep them coming Carl! 
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2012 Studebaker “Made In Canada” Celebration 
 

Sponsored by: 
       
      
 
 
 

Friday, June 29 – Sunday, July 01, 2012 
Ramada Inn on the Bay, Belleville, Ontario 

 

Basic Registration Form 
    
 
 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   
 Vehicle Information:   1. Year: ______ Model: _____________ Division ____________  

     (If necessary)   2. Year:  ______ Model: _____________ Division ____________ 

     3. Year:  ______ Model: _____________ Division ____________ 
 
 Note:  Above rates are for pre-registration of all SDC, ASC & AOAI/CAOA members (until 31 May 2012).   

Late Registration or Non-Member costs are in brackets (  ) above. Event Registration after 31st of May  
will be in cash at the Ramada Inn during the event.  Limited Awards Banquet tickets after 22 June 2012 

 
 Visit www.ontariosdc.ca or phone 613-377-6074 for all further information. Visit www.bellevilleramada.com   

for full Hotel information. To book room phone Hotel at 1-800-420-3555 or 613-968-3411. Double Rooms  
$109 per night (25% reduction) until 29th of May, 2012. Mention “Ontario SDC” to receive discount. 

  
 Make Checks payable to: “Ontario Chapter SDC” Send to: 2012 Studebaker Made In Canada 

                                                                                          C/O 641 King St East, PO Box # 064 
      Gananoque, ON  K7G 0A2 

 

      Personnel Information: 
 

     Name:      __________________________ 
 

    Spouse’s Name ______________________ 
 

    Address: ___________________________  
 

   City/Town __________________________  
    
   Province/State: ______________________  

     Phone: _____________________________ 

    E-Mail: ____________________________ 

    Club Member # _____________________ 

Pre-Registration Fees: Until 31 May 2012 – See Notes  

Car Show – Vehicle(s): ______ $10 EA ($15)                                                               

      Vendor Space: 8 ft x 20 ft each (Parking Space)  

Outdoor: _____$10 EA ($15) Saturday during Car Show                                                                                                                       

                           Event Men’s T-shirts_____ $15 EA-$18 w/pocket -Plse circle size M  L  XL  XXL 

              Event Woman’s T-shirts_____$15 EA -Plse circle size  M    L    XL        

                             Event Coffee Mug _______$8 EA Studebaker Auto Division Apron ____ $20 EA   

Studebaker Auto Division T-shirt _____ $15 EA  Plse circle size  M   L  XL  XXL 

Friday Road Trip: ______ $5 Half day _______$10 Full day (per vehicle)  

Concours Only   Saturday Awards Banquet______ $35 per person ($40) 

Total Enclosed $______ Cdn or US (Check or Money order) 

Note: US Money taken at Par, Cash Only at event after 31 May 2012 
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