Official Newsletter for the Canadian Avanti Owners Association
September – October 2014

Welcome to Fall!

(Glenn Steven’s 1983 Avanti)
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The Canadian Avanti
The Canadian Avanti is published quarterly by the Canadian Avanti Owners Association (CAOA), a chapter of
the Avanti Owners Association International (AOAI).
The Canadian Avanti Owners Association is a non-profit organization committed to preserving the history of
the Avanti automobile. We currently have +40 members located in all provinces across Canada. We are a
Chapter of the Avanti Owners Association International Inc. Our group strives to promote the research and
study of the Avanti and the companies that have produced it over the years. We wish to share our knowledge
with others and encourage the acquisition, preservation, restoration, and maintenance of all Avantis produced
by Studebaker and successor companies. Our Canadian Chapter also promotes fellowship and camaraderie by
publishing a newsletter quarterly, participating in local CAOA or Studebaker Drivers Club events and our
general meetings held quarterly at various members’ homes. Ownership of an Avanti (Studebaker or successor)
is not required.
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President’s Message…
Well I'm sure most of you have finished up the fall
ritual though there may be a few of our Western
members who are still enjoying the opportunity to
get out there and have some late season
cruising. Here in Ontario, we have already
experienced some significant snowfall, rain,
storms etc. Weather folk seem to blame it on the
Siberian snow cover this year. I wonder what they
will come up with next year! Regardless, I have
enjoyed the time to winterize, wax, and do a few
small jobs I put off in the spring so as to have all
ready for next spring. I often think it comes down
to attitude...do you look forward to bedtime to
recuperate from the day past or to energize for
the next? The Ontario Maple Leaf Tour took place
and although we were unable to attend, seems to
have been a fun time for all involved. Our next
meeting, Nov. 30th at the home of Barb and Larry
Gibson will include elections of officers, and plans for next year’s events, so we hope as
many as possible will be able to attend. CAOA are also invited to the Hamilton SDC
Christmas Party in Burlington on the 29th. As well we are once again offering a free
2015 Calendar with membership renewal or new member and hope to be required to
order more to accommodate everyone. Additional copies are available for $10.00 plus
postage. Contact Dave Moxham.
There will be some changes in the executive for next year as our Secretary and
newsletter editor Mike Emmerich will be moving on to other interests so we hope to be
able to continue the services and communications we have provided to you our
members over the years. We wish Paulette and Mike all the best in the future and
members in Eastern Ont./Ottawa area should be able to enjoy his great Avanti and
camaraderie next summer. As usual, I am late with this so will sign off and as always,
look forward to your news, inquiries, interests and any events planned for your
area. Cheers and all the best for Christmas and the New Year.

Summer in the old garage...new one to No, not an Avanti, but a pretty cool bug in
come next year : )
Prague.
All the best! Steve Wohleber
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Editor’s Message...
Hope you had a great fall (it is not over
yet!). A lot of things came together since
the last issue. I had already sold the
convertible and finally just sold the 1940
Studebaker Coupe. This was a hard car to
part with, as I have had it for the past 31
years! Time for someone else to enjoy. I
also handed over the keys to the house I
lived in for 20 years. We took procession
of our new home on October 17 and were
completely moved in as of October 31.
Anyone want to help unload boxes? As the above picture indicates, we are going to enjoy
our new home and new lifestyle. I will be up in Plevna full-time as of November 30,
2014.
I have started work on the Avanti. I already have a new rack installed (went in really
easy) but Glen Forrest (Forrest and Forrest Racing) is contending with some bump-steer
issues. We referred to the articles on Bob Johnstone’s Studebaker/Avanti website
(http://www.studebaker-info.org/). I hope to have it back before November 28 so I can
deliver to the body-shop for storage and painting in the spring. Paul Forrest is building
me a new 383 CID small block Chevrolet and once it is done, will be transplanted. I will
take this opportunity to rebuild the 700R4 and put 3:31 gears in the rear axle. While I will
miss the old coupe, I will still have the performance I enjoyed but now in the Avanti! We
hope to drive it to South Bend in May.
I also bought a new hot-rod, affectionally
called my Plevna-Mobile. In the short
time I have driven it, it is a blast! I will
look forward to getting the mail!
Remember our annual elections are being
held at the upcoming meeting at Larry and
Barb Gibson’s. Please give some thought
on nominations and maybe volunteering
for a position. It will prove to be a fun and
fulfilling “time well spent” with a small
group of folks. I really encourage those who like writing and corresponding with different
people to consider taking on the secretary and newsletter roles. It does not need to be the
same person. The Gibson’s address is in Upcoming Events so you know how to get to
them which is highly recommended. Good food and socializing! The Hamilton Chapter
SDC has graciously invited all CAOA members to attend their annual Christmas party
again this year. Roly Lusted needs to know if you are coming no later than November 16.
Cost is a very reasonable $25 per person which includes door prizes and “bring a gift –
receive a gift” from Santa. Again, see information listed in Upcoming Events.
In closing, have a great fall as it winds down and I look forward to hopefully seeing a few
of you at the Christmas Party and Meeting.
By Mike Emmerich
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Election Nominations for 2015
The Canadian Avanti Owners Association annual elections will be held on November 30,
2014 at the home of Larry and Barb Gibson in Grimsby ON.
All positions are open.
Nominated Positions are:

Position

Name

Stand

President:

Steve Wohleber

TBA

Vice President:
Prairies:

Open

(Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba)

British Columbia

Open

Ontario:

Hugh Campbell

TBA

East:

Graham Gagne

TBA

(Quebec, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, PEI, NFLD)

Treasurer:

Dave Moxham

Secretary:

Open

Membership*:

Bill Harris

Newsletter*:

Open

Webmaster*:

Sue Lusted

TBA

TBA

TBA

* These positions are appointments as opposed to elected and are considered part of the
Executive.
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Ramblings…
Hi Wayne and Mike;
I'm killing two birds with one shot. Here is a shot of my 1990 Avanti LTS. Many would argue that
it is not a Studebaker, nor is it an Avanti, but I like it.
I didn't do anything really exciting with it today, but I went to Mackee Auctions from Kelowna,
who had set up a tent near West Edmonton Mall to sell about 100 collector cars. My main reason
for going was that my friend Sheldon had a vehicle in the auction; a 1966 Olds Vista Cruiser that
he had sold to a couple in Red Deer in 2006. The husband was working under the car held up by
jack stands - one of which slipped and the car fell, crushing and killing him. Forward to last week
- the wife called Sheldon asking if he wanted to buy it back which he did and promptly came to
Edmonton from Vancouver and put the car in the auction. It didn't sell.
Shell is a car guy and has two Avanti - one a 1963 and the other is an '83 like mine.
Like I said, not very exciting but I took out my "not Studebaker", "not Avanti" out for a cruise
today.
Keep the shiny side up!

Barry Slipp
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Super-Run Saskatoon 2014
July 31st to Aug 2nd
The Super-Run is a yearly western
Canada Classic car Event that rotates
between the three Prairie Provinces.
Brandon, Manitoba, Saskatoon Sask
and Red Deer, Alberta. In 2014 it was
Saskatoon turn to host. The event is
not just a large show and shine, but
encompasses local tours of car club
facilities, automotive shops and
private collections as well as
hospitality events, and concluded with
a dinner, dance and awards.
I do not know the final total of cars displayed during the two day show and shine
but 300 to 400 cars would not be out of the question.
Mike Prytula in his beautiful 1963 Daytona, accompanied by Curtis LaGasse, joined
me out of Edmonton with my 1964 Avanti. This was really one of the 1st runs with
the rebuilt engine in my Avanti, with that in mind and the personal events in my life
this year I elected to trailer my car from Edmonton. Mike drove his Lark. As I
became more confident with the performance of the LaGasse built engine the more
fun Mike and I had on the streets of Saskatoon. (Of course no laws were broken).
I truly wish we had a video camera recording our cars on the Saskatoon freeways.
Sunday morning heading to the show site early, two black Studebaker beauties,
side by side, stretching their legs on the freedom of three lane winding asphalt.
The roar of the dual exhaust fed by the V8’s, was really spectacular, and noticed
by fellow travellers.
All in all it was a great show, we were joined by Pat Graves in his 1987 Avanti
Convertible and had several Sask Studebaker club members visit us at our cars.
Next year the Super-Run is in Red Deer, Alberta. I cannot wait as this is a stellar
event, with a night of DT cruising and tailgating on Friday night. Much like the Sat
night cruse scene in the movie “American Graffiti” Lines of Classic cars cruising DT
and Gates Ave.

Ted Dirksen
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Super-Run Saskatoon 2014
July 31st to Aug 2nd

Pictures from Show (also in last newsletter):

Ted Dirksen
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HELPING HANDS-STUDEBAKER STYLE
On my way to the Pure Stock Muscle Car Drag Races
(PSMCDR) I was in the middle of the Toronto rush hour
traffic and my brake booster on the Avanti decided to quit
functioning. You can imagine what it is like to drive at 70
mph with very little stopping power. I managed to get
clear of Toronto and decided to stop at Ingersoll the see if
my good friend Don Simmons had a spare booster. After I
finally found out where he lived I dropped in on him. He
did not have any booster available. This is when Don got
on the phone and started to make calls all over the place,
first, Ray Martin, then Phil Harris then Studebaker international then Ted Harbit and then he left a
message with Nostalgic. All to no avail, I pressed on and thanked Don for his efforts. I was concerned
that at the races I would have a tough time at the starting line trying to brake torque for the launch at
the light. I probably would slide through as the brakes would not hold. But, the biggest issue was the
stopping after going 100mph before the track ended.
I got to the hotel in Edmore and after dinner a lot of the racers and mostly Studebaker guys all stood
around swapping lies. It seemed that everyone knew of my plight. Then, suddenly, a nice man came
looking for me and said that he had a present. A brake
booster!!!
It turns out that after I had left Don Simmons place he
continued to make phone calls and it appears that he made
contact with Studebaker International in South Bend. They
immediately sprang into action and packaged up a booster
and placed it on their counter. At which time Matt Frushour
showed up and they told him that there was a package for
him. They meant for him to deliver it as he was on his way
to the PSMCDR. He showed up at 8:00pm at the hotel and
presented me with a box containing a rebuilt brake booster. Studebaker International wanted the
core returned and Matt enthusiastically agreed to return the core on his way back home.

Richard Poe and Nelson Bove assisted in installing the "new" booster at the track on Friday morning
while I continued to prepare the Avanti for Friday time trials. The new booster worked flawlessly and
now I was very relieved to have good brakes for the day of racing. I have a lot of people to thank for
their assistance but the most of the thanks should go to Don Simmons (Silvertone Exhaust) for his
perseverance in finding a new booster and making all the arrangements to get it to me in Edmore
Michigan.
Peter Sant
9

Pure Stock Muscle Car Drag Races Report
It is a well-known fact within the Studebaker
Racing Fraternity that Studebakers always win.
Why? Well it seems that if you race against a
Studebaker with your brand X Car and lose you do
not want to mention this to your buddies at home.
Similarly if you beat a Studebaker at the races you
cannot impress your buddies that you beat a
Studebaker you would be laughed at so it is never
mentioned.
I start this report by saying that the very nice guy that I was paired up with will probably never
report to his pals that he got beaten three times in a best of three shootouts by a Studebaker
Avanti. He was driving a very nice 1968 455 cubic inch Heavy Duty Hurst Olds. I was quite
nervous about coming up against a much larger engine as last year I had to fight off a 421 cubic
inch Pontiac and it took quite an effort. This time we both started out exactly even then at
about the 330 foot mark he started to drop back. When we were ling up for the next round I
asked what happened and he said that he did not have enough gas in the tank and when he
launched the remaining fuel moved to the back of the tank and the pickup tube was left with
nothing to pick up. Sounded logical. I asked him if the need to get more gas. He said no, let’s go
again. One the second run he did the same thing and dropped behind after the 330 foot mark.
When we came to line up for the third and final round I assisted him in putting in five gallons of
fuel. It did not seem to have much effect as he once again dropped behind, this time at the 1/8
mile marker. So Studebaker prevailed three out of three.
My Best time that I have ever run was during this shootout. I had an ET of 13.726 with a mph of
101.86.
In total there were 10 Studebakers that participated. Ted Harbit Stude Tomato, George Krem
Plain Brown Wrapper, Alan Anderson R2 GT Hawk, Rich Meadows R4 Lark,Nimesh Solanki R3
Avanti, Steve Doerschlage R3 Lark, Joe Flannery R2 Lark, Dave Warren 1955 Commander, Chuck
Kern R2 Avanti, and yours truly with a R2 Avanti.
The weather was cold, and supercharged cars love the cool air, which accounts for the
spectacular results attained by all the Studebakers. I had nine out of ten time slips showing
speed over 100 mph and ET’s under 14 seconds. It is the best result ever for my Avanti, Maybe
the new brake booster helped I don't know but the change from the 3.07 axle to the 3.73 sure
made a big difference
I was not able to get the results from the other participants so you will have to read the January
issue of Turning Wheels for Bob Palm's report which will contain the official figures.

Peter Sant
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Pure Stock Muscle Car Drag Races Report
Pictures from PSMCD:

Peter warming up his tires.

13.92 @ 101.02!

Trying to keep warm.

Dave Warren’s 1955 Commander.

Chuck Kern’s 1963 R2.

Allen Anderson’s 1964 GT.

Peter Sant
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Barrett-Jackson - Las Vegas – 2014
My wife Lorrie and I have had the opportunity to attend every Las Vegas B-J auction since
its start in 2008 except last year. This year was uncertain due to my personal
circumstances.
We were joined by some great friends who had every intent to buy a car, alas this year
the prices were higher than ever for Vegas and he was out bid on each unit. So my buddy
had a bidder’s card and when his wife did not join him I was privileged to attend on the
bidder’s floor.
This year there were more Studebakers up for auction than I have ever witnessed. Five in
all, three – 1957 Golden Hawks, two super charged, one not (Red) and two trucks. I have
supplied pics of Studebakers in per/post auction staging.
This year prices were generally high as noted, which bods’ well for Studebakers and the
future of our club. The prices are below, price includes fees. Truly these prices are
positive for our club and Studebakers in general. This auction gives international attention
and a very open forum. I know for a fact an Alberta 1957 SC Golden Hawk will be on the
block in Scottsdale in Jan of 2015. I hope the trend continues.
1957 Golden Hawk – (Red) $41,800.00

1957 Golden Hawk – (Black) $66.000

Ted & Lorrie Dirksen
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Barrett-Jackson - Las Vegas – 2014
1957 Golden Hawk – (Gold) $34,100

1956 Transtar - $25,300

1951 Pick-up - $33,000

Ted & Lorrie Dirksen
13

Radium Hot Springs
Columbia Valley Show & Shine 2014
This year as in a few in the past, Mike Prytula
(1963 Lark Daytona) and myself this year with
my (1964 R2 Avanti) have attended this
fantastic event. Radium is a small resort town
in the mountains an hour’s climb from Banff.
Due to its size hotel/motel space is limited, so
it is a must to book your room a year in
advance. Well worth the effort. This show is a
weekend event, street cruises Friday night
from Radium to Invermeer, Saturday 10am to
4pm the main event situated on the driving
range of the resort golf course. This year
over 840 registered cars were displayed with many parked outside of the display
area. This events pleasure experience is dependent on weather, as most know,
mountain weather can be unpredictable, this late in Sept makes it even more risky,
BUT this year the weather was fantastic, clear mountain air ,spectacular views of
mountains and cars.
The event sponsored trade show vendors, concession booths, beer tent, valuable
door prises and music. The vehicles came from all over, Vancouver to Winnipeg,
Spokane to Billings. An opportunity to see cars we normally do not see at our local
shows. The show offered ten best of show awards, voted on by participants and
the public, neither Mike nor I won, an award. No other Avanti’s or Studebakers
were in attendance. We did have a visit from Lyle and Rose Nelson and their son
Mark, good friends and owners of a beautiful Avanti Convertible, nice unexpected
surprise. The two Studebakers were well received by all, and admired, we had the
opportunity to discuss with many new friends our cars, our clubs and car fun. It
truly was a very nice day.
After the show a majority of the cars cruise from Radium to Invermeer and back,
both towns’ streets are lined with admirers as well as the connecting highway. It
was time to find a nice place for dinner before the dance in Invermeer; a night of
50’s/60’s and 70’s music.
Ted Dirksen
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Radium Hot Springs
Columbia Valley Show & Shine 2014
All in all, both Mike and I booked our rooms for next year.
Pictures from Event:

Ted Dirksen
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Maple Leaf Tour 2014
A very encouraging group of Studebaker (and Avanti) nuts gathered at Orillia on October 3 and 4. Considering
that the weatherman offered little good news, 16 Studebakers and Avanti plus one Brand X took part in this
year’s Maple Leaf Tour. It takes a lot more than the threat of rain to keep our folks away!
Friday's walking tour got rained out but Plan B kicked in and we visited the Ontario Provincial Police Museum
instead. Our boys and girls in blue have done a great job with this facility (likely thanks to your speeding tickets)
and, although physically modest, the excellent documentation and interpretation provided a fascinating
experience. Friday wound up with a satisfying home cooked meal at Al and Jan's Oldies Diner.
Saturday began a bit wet but in the fifteen minutes from the hotel to the Stephen Leacock Museum our prayers
were answered and the rain stopped. The Rain God actually peeked out at us a few times during the day. The
Leacock home, museum and grounds are most interesting and well worth a visit. Lunch at the Leacock Cafe
was very well done if a bit slow, as we really had a lot more people than expected for an order-off-the-menu.
But we triumphed yet again.
The afternoon drive came off without a hitch and was rain free. We progressed from the traffic of downtown
Orillia along ever smaller roads to the Southwood Road which is really not much more than a paved track
through some pretty remote bits of Muskoka woods. The colours were good and our only real stop was at The
Church of Our Lady Anglican which is a very modest log structure about 100 years old set in a churchyard much
older. We were met by Catherine King who gave us a history of the church, the graveyard and some of its
residents, many of whom are her ancestors.
I had started to panic the previous week as I was unable to reach her at the cottage to confirm arrangements.
She called me Wednesday to say she would be there - from her CEL phone on the road up from her permanent
home - in Halifax! Good news as this authentic pioneer log church was the "special stop" which I had promised
but wouldn't tell anyone about. Catherine explained a mystery. The church faces away from the road and
toward the railway track behind. It turned out that the road is a more recent addition and most of the
congregation would arrive by train rather than the primitive and muddy trails through the bush. We finished
off with hot coffee and shortbreads. Rest assured folks that a bit of each registration went into an envelope for
the Friends of Our Lady who volunteer their own time and money to preserve this historic building.
The next intended stop, the Torrance Barrens Night Sky Preserve, was eliminated partly because of the
unexpectedly long wait for lunch but very much because I knew that it would be quite muddy after the rain.
Some things are best left alone. This change gave a bit more time to clean up for dinner anyway.
East Side Mario served us good food in good time but boy was it noisy! The SDC is a notoriously rowdy bunch
anyway but our group was larger than anticipated and the restaurant was packed. For the usual door prize
draws we retreated to the hotel breakfast room which actually worked quite well. For the first time that I can
remember we had more door prizes than people to give them to! During a tense few minutes we were all afraid
that Lorna and Rose were gonna rumble over the two last minute prizes picked up at the LCBO. Good show,
gals, and lots of laughs.
Our sponsors make this work. Many thanks to all of them but especially to the "biggies", Canadian Tire in
Minden, Krown Rustproofing, Lindsay, CarQuest, Minden, Home Hardware, Minden and CarMax Hyundai,
Lindsay. These folks come through for us generously year after year.
All in all, the turnout was impressive for a supposedly poor weekend. The weather turned out much better
than the forecast. People came for parts even though they hadn't intended to and a pretty consistent 40 of sat
down to each meal. If you chickened out, you missed a good meet. Buck up and join us for Maple Leaf Tour
2015 in the Peterborough area. Until then, keep on Studebakerin'!

Verne Brinsmead
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Upcoming Events...
Chapter Events
Meetings for 2014:

November 30 – Meeting hosted by Larry and Barb Gibson.
CAOA Annual Election. Address is 271 Ridge Rd W Grimsby ON
L3M 4E7. Phone (905) 945-3515, e-mail
LarryandBarb.gibson@sympatico.ca.
Pot-luck lunch @ 12:00, Meeting around 1:00, followed by dessert
and coffee. Please contact RSVP Larry and Barb if you are
attending and what you will be bringing.

AOAI Events
See SDC Events below.

SDC Events
November 29, 2014: Hamilton Chapter Christmas Party. Roly Lusted is the contact (see
Sue Lusted in Reference Page). Cost is $25 PP, need commitment
no later than November 16. Location is King’s Court in Burlington
(1159 King Rd, Burlington, ON L7R 3X5). Bring a gift; receive a
gift ($20 value), door prizes, food bank donation, and silent
auction.
Have an event you would like to add? Please contact Mike Emmerich with the details and
I will include.

(Sold at the Last Chance Show, Welland ON)
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WHY MEN ARE SELDOM DEPRESSED…
Men Are Just Happier People -- What do you expect from such simple creatures?
Your last name stays put.
The garage is all yours.
Wedding plans take care of themselves.
Chocolate is just another snack.
You can never be pregnant.
You can wear a white T-shirt to a water park.
You can wear NO shirt to a water park.
Car mechanics tell you the truth.
The world is your urinal.
You never have to drive to another gas station restroom because this one is just too icky.
You don't have to stop and think of which way to turn a nut on a bolt.
Wrinkles add character.
Wedding dress $5,000. Tux rental $100.
People never stare at your chest when you're talking to them.
New shoes don't cut, blister, or mangle your feet.
One mood all the time.
Phone conversations are over in 30 seconds flat.
You know stuff about tanks.
A five-day vacation requires only one suitcase.
You can open all your own jars.
If someone forgets to invite you, he or she can still be your friend.
Your underwear is $8.95 for a three-pack.
Three pairs of shoes are more than enough.
Everything on your face stays its original color.
The same hairstyle lasts for years, even decades.
You only have to shave your face and neck.
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FOR 2015
The Canadian Avanti Owners Association (CAOA) is a non-profit
organization committed to preserving the history of the Avanti
automobile. We currently have +45 members located in all provinces
across Canada. We are a Chapter of the Avanti Owners Association
International Inc (http://www.aoai.org/). Our group strives to promote
the research and study of the Avanti and the companies that have
produced it over the years. We wish to share our knowledge with others
and encourage the acquisition, preservation, restoration, and
maintenance of all Avantis produced by Studebaker and successor
companies. Our Canadian Chapter also promotes fellowship and
camaraderie by publishing a newsletter quarterly, participating in local CAOA or Studebaker Drivers Club events
and our general meetings held quarterly at various members’ homes. Ownership of an Avanti (Studebaker or
successor) is not required.
Renewal fee
Make Cheque Payable to:

$ 15.00 per year
Canadian Avanti Owners

Mail cheque to:

C. A. O. A.
David Moxham
P.O. Box 341
Noelville, Ontario
P0M 2N0

Any questions? Please Contact:
President

Steve Wohleber 705-383-2432

sbwohleber@gmail.com

Membership

Bill Harris

billharris@rogers.com

Treasurer

David Moxham 705-898-1326

davemoxham@live.com

Secretary/Editor

Mike Emmerich 519-740-6118

studeemike@yahoo.ca

905-628-6370

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION & ANNUAL RENEWAL FORM for 2015
PLEASE FILL OUT THE FORM BELOW AND INCLUDE WITH MEMBERSHIP PAYMENT
Name(s) Yours:

Spouse:
Last Name

First Name

Local Address:
Street

City

Province

postal code

Street

City

Province

postal code

Alt. Address:
Local Phone:

Alt. Phone:

A.O.A.I Membership No.

E-Mail:

(Avanti Owners Association Int.)

Fill below your car information if new/changed:
Year

Serial #

Engine
Cubic In.

Car Model

Exterior / Interior Color

*Condition Code: 1 Excellent; 2 Fine; 3 Very Good; 4 Driver; 5 Restorable
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Cond.
Code*

