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The Canadian Avanti 
 
The Canadian Avanti is published quarterly by the Canadian Avanti Owners Association (CAOA), a chapter of 
the Avanti Owners Association International (AOAI).  
 
The Canadian Avanti Owners Association is a non-profit organization committed to preserving the history of 
the Avanti automobile. We currently have +40 members located in all provinces across Canada. We are a 
Chapter of the Avanti Owners Association International Inc. Our group strives to promote the research and 
study of the Avanti and the companies that have produced it over the years. We wish to share our knowledge 
with others and encourage the acquisition, preservation, restoration, and maintenance of all Avantis produced 
by Studebaker and successor companies. Our Canadian Chapter also promotes fellowship and camaraderie by 
publishing a newsletter quarterly, participating in local CAOA or Studebaker Drivers Club events and our 
general meetings held quarterly at various members’ homes. Ownership of an Avanti (Studebaker or successor) 
is not required. 
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Membership:   Bill Harris  billharris@rogers.com 
       905-628-6370 
 
Newsletter:   Mike Emmerich  Studeemike@yahoo.ca 
       519-740-6118 
 
Webmaster:   Sue Lusted  lln93@sympatico.ca 
       905-945-0027 
 
Technical Advisor  Peter Sant  psant@cogeco.ca 
       613-966-5160 
 
 

Websites: 
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President’s Message… 
 

All the best! Steve Wohleber 

Well, where to start, except that it's still winter...and 
has been since late October.  My Avanti is in an 
unheated shed, wood floor, high and dry, but as the 
usual down time is Christmas to end of February, this 
year is all down time.  I usually do detailing through 
the late fall, winter, polishing Chrome, treating 
interior, cleaning up engine bay  etc. but none of that 
has happened yet, and looks like it will be a 
while.  So what to do?  Don't we all share the disease 
of keeping Avanti Magazine, Turning Wheels etc. and 
pile them somewhere, rarely to be handled again as 
new ones arrive?  I have had hours of enjoyment this 
winter looking back over old issues, reviving 
memories of featured events, friends, awards, and 
very pertinent information that I had simply 

forgotten about.  I even started building my anniversary AMT model, which has been on 
the shelf since South Bend two years ago.  Of course, now I'll have to buy another one as 
a 'keeper'.  Then there are the books.  So the silver lining is that I have re-established 
the interest, knowledge and history that is often exciting when first discovered, but can 
be just as exciting upon reflection.  This also being March, it is time to start thinking and 
planning for upcoming events.  It looks like quite a few of us will be attending Dover this 
summer, and there are the yearly shows, flea markets etc. which have mostly been 
set.  For any of you coming from the East/Maritimes, instead of the horrid I-95 you 
might consider the Taconic Parkway through Mass. Conn. which takes you around 
Boston, NYC and Philadelphia.  This is indeed a Parkway, and a beautiful drive through 
the Berkshires etc. designed in the 30's.  It is well paved and maintained with stone 
walls, various monuments, scenic views etc.  A little out of the way, but you'll still make 
good time without the congestion and hassle of 95.  Just a thought.  So we really feel for 
Dave and Barb Moxham in Hawaii for a few weeks, and keeping an eye out for any of 
the 6 or so Avanti there.  Barb and daughter Chandra are in Venice Italy for a week or so, 
which leaves me keeping the home fires burning and looking after the pooch.  Actually I 
think he is looking after me.  He always lets me know when it's time to 
eat!  Membership is looking good this year with some new members on board and many 
of you keeping in touch.  So I certainly hope to see as many of you as possible this year, 
and hope all is up and running for you when this weather breaks. 
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Editor’s Message... 
 

By Mike Emmerich 

How is your “winter from Hell” going? I 
am now officially sick of this cold and 
snow. Just snowblowed for the umpteenth 
time and it is getting more unpleasant each 
time. Had a great start to the New Year. I 
went to Walt Disney World with Paulette 
and her daughter (Danielle) and son-in-law 
Phil Moura. They had been there many 
times before but I was a newbie. I thought 
it was for kids only – what an eye-opener. 
I was not prepared for the enormity of the 

“resort” plus the attention to detail, cleanliness etc. They really know how to move 
people and provide a first class experience. I will be going back again, and I do not like 
the real intense rides either!  
 
The Avanti has been put to the bottom of the list again. I guess that is what happens when 
you have been reliable and only need cosmetics. We decided to do a much need make-
over of the kitchen/bathroom. While every other room has been touched by me, these 
were the final two rooms still in their 1965 splendor and I provided Paulette with the 
opportunity to make them her own. We have not disagreed with any aspect yet, so we 
appear to be a good match! Plans are to have everything done in time for the April 
meeting so I hope you can come to see what we have done.  
 
The host hotel has been filled for the July International meet. I was not able to book a 
room until some conflicts were resolved and now that they have been, I will now have to 
book with one of the alternatives. This I plan to do this week. Many members from 
Ontario are planning to go, so keep me informed if you are going and would like to 
caravan or share a room with someone.  
 
If you have not renewed your CAOA 
membership – why not? If you have sold 
your Avanti, please make sure the new 
owner is aware of us. If you have just lost 
interest – let us know. Maybe we can 
make some changes to make it more 
interesting for you and other members. 
After all, it is your chapter! Please ensure 
that you send in the form included with 
this newsletter to Dave Moxham and 
remember 2014 calendars/chapter crests 
are still available.  
 
For your reading pleasure, J.G. Burns in Hamilton gave Wayne Hamilton his 
correspondence from the Avanti Corp when he was interested in purchasing a then new 
1977 Avanti II. I will include the article reprints next newsletter. 
 
Enjoy the rest of the winter  and remember spring comes March 20! 
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Ramblings 
 

By Mike Emmerich 

Sh!t Happens again to Bill Harris: 
 

In response to the e-mail Steve Wohleber sent us (see 
Upcoming Events) Bill Harris described some of the 
woes he had with his 1936 Ford. “You guys have 
certainly had some cold weather up north. I am still 
dealing with 1 1/2" of ice on parts of the driveway. 
Used a sledge hammer for a couple of days to bust 
some up. Today I had the whole drive sanded as a 
second car hoist was being delivered. They had tried 
unsuccessfully twice before. We were successful and all 
is rearranged. Didn't go so well moving the 36 Ford 
around. I backed out in the dark tonight and forgot I 
had left the Explorer there and hit it with the right rear fender. Explorer is ok but the 36 fender 
is bent up. Down to my body shop in Buffalo. Hope to get up north once the weather breaks a 
little. Cheers Bill” 
 
Steve Wohleber later responded on Feb 2: “Bill, So sad to hear of your event with the Ford.  Just 
to let you know that you are not alone in this kind of thing, 2 months after we purchased our 
used 99 Mercury Cougar back in 2001, a friend showed up from Gravenhurst to borrow my boat 
to go across to his cottage to retrieve something and left his truck in our drive.  I was on my way 
to parry sound for the day and as usual, backed out of our garage and "wham" into his heavy 
duty steel bumper.  No damage to his vehicle, but a $500 replacement to the Cougar.  S..t 
happens, so there you go.  Nice to see the Donzi in a good home for the winter.  All the best, 
Steve” 

Hopefully the weather has been kind enough to Bill so he could take his fender off and get it 
repainted.  
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Ramblings 
 

By Mike Emmerich 

Want a new Belt? Like the one on the Title Page? Well… 
 

Harry Clark sent me the picture and this e-mail. “Hello Mike, Had enough of the winter, I have! I 
found a guy who made me a belt, so far the one and only. It will be interesting if anyone notices 
it at the car shows. If anyone else is interested contact is:  
 

Murray Oliver Maker, Plinker Gunleather and Special Cases, 416 569 2267, 
maker@plinkercases.ca,  www.plinkercases.ca” 
  

Avanti Youtube Video 
  

The links below are on Youtube. Susan Lusted, Peter Sant, Brian Chappelle and several others 
forwarded them to me. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QGUR8USJTPo 
   

Brian Chappelle included this link for the commercial for a 1961 Studebaker Lark. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YF8i4iAohjw 
 

Sue also sent this is the link for the Studebaker Parts Swap.  
http://www.studebakerswap.com/swap/swap.php 
 

E15 Ethanol Gas 
 

E15 (15% ethanol) gas is now being sold in several US states.  It is so corrosive that most car 
manufactures void warranties for problems caused by the use of E15.  
 

In addition, the calorific value of ethanol is 30% less than gasoline so you get hit on the 
mileage/fuel cost as well.  Ethanol can also come out of solution under some conditions, going 
to the bottom of the tank, so the car runs on ethanol for a while and then on gasoline, which is 
low octane without the ethanol. 
  

This is briefly covered in the link below.  I don’t know if E15 is coming to Canada, but it should 
be avoided.  The video warns for cars older than 2012 but any non Flex-Fuel car is affected. 
  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ceW9Nc1hVHU         
 

Thanks to Ralph Hart and Brian Chappelle for sharing. 
 

Seniors Moment 
 

“In an unexplained senior's moment, I put the 2014 Maple Leaf Tour in the wrong town!! It is 
still the EconoLodge, 265 Memorial Avenue in ORILLIA. That's closer to most folks anyway. 
Even better, I have a new and improved room rate. Rooms on the second floor (sealed 
windows, no elevator) are $59.99, rooms on the ground floor (with a patio door to your parking 
space) are $64.99. Make reservations at 1-877-326-6534, 705-326-5641 or  
www.choicehotels.ca/cn704. The blanket reservation is under Ontario Studebaker Drivers Club. 
Cancellation up to 4 p.m. of the day of arrival. See you there. Verne Brinsmead”. 
 
I think we all have these one time or another Barry (oops, I mean Verne)… 
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Scoudouc NB 1967 
 

By Brian Chappelle 

My two trophies from Scoudouc in 1967, won with my 1966 396cid/360hp Beaumont SD, are 
dust covered on a shelf in my office, one is broken, time for the epoxy glue fix and clean them 
up. Oh yea, 360hp with that weight and power glide auto trans was ‘A’ stock automatic class, 
bi-runs both times so really nothing to brag about but times were high 13’s with closed 
exhaust and street tires, one big shift/screech at about 60 mph. There’s a couple pictures of 
that Beaumont around here somewhere but can’t find them right now. Great car, rare, would 
be worth a lot today (where have we heard that before?). 

    

    

  

 

 

    

 (Sorry for picture quality – there were small files – MDE) 
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YORK  2014 
 

By Peter Sant 

I attended York once again. It is the 
"Mecca" for all Studebaker Nuts. Along 
with the event being the sale and 
purchase of parts for our vehicles it is a 
social event. An opportunity to renew 
old acquaintances and make new 
friends. By the way, why do they call it a 
Swap Meet? We don't swap anything. I 
suppose we sell some unwanted old 

parts to obtain money to purchase some more unwanted old parts. I guess that 
is swapping something! 
 
The event was, as usual, well attended even though the weather was cold. Still 
the weather on Friday was much nicer than the weather in Ontario so it started 
to feel as though spring may be just around the corner. I got there early on 
Friday morning and took a few pictures. It was easy to get the photos as there 
was hardly anybody there. I tried later only to find the crowd got in the way so 
what you see is what you get. 
 
The outside vendors were few and far between compared to previous years. 
The cool weather and threats of snow deterred some vendors I am sure. Cars for 
sale again were few but what was there was excellent quality and bargains were 
had. For instance a white 1964 Daytona Convertible with an R2 Package sold for 
the asking price of $13,500.00 within minutes of arrival. It was a beautiful car. 
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My Name is Verne 
 

By Verne Brinsmead 

My name is Verne and I'm a Studeholic. Now that I've confessed my addiction, I'm not certain I 
want to do anything about it. This soul searching began when Eldon asked to do a bit on why I 
drive a Studebaker. Briefly, I bought a Studebaker because it was all I could afford, and I'm still 
driving them more than half a century later because they are dependable, economical, fun and 
"Different - by Design". The tale goes much farther back, though, so we should begin at the 
beginning. 
 
In the closing years of the First Century B.S. (Before Studebakers) I was a fairly normal kid 
growing along Highway 26/27 north of Barrie in a rural home now part of a strip mall. My best 
friend, Billie, lived across the highway on a farm, now a Big Box Store, and we both attended 
Cundles Public School, a one room brick schoolhouse where eight grades were taught by one 
teacher. There is a CIBC there now and the quiet highway is a tangled mess of traffic called 
Bayfield Street and the dirt track of Cundles Road is a four lane thoroughfare. The Village of 
Cundles is history and I weep.   
 
The summer Billie and I were seven years old, his Dad made a clandestine pact with us. If we 
would be useful around the farm in the morning, we could have the clapped-out old Chevy farm 
truck to go back to "The Other Farm" in the afternoon. Not exciting you say? "The Other Farm" 
was back one Line, up two Concessions and backed on remote Little Lake. Little Lake is still 
there - you can see it if you look north from Highway 400 at Duckworth Street but it is now a 
tract of expensive lakeside homes. In exchange for the use of the truck we swore on a stack of 
cow pies never to tell our mothers.  
 
Now seven year olds aren't tall enough to reach the pedals from a truck seat so we developed 
team work. One kid would hang from the steering wheel, brace his butt against the seat and 
work the pedals while the other kid shifted gear as required. Little steering was needed on 
straight roads with no traffic. So many a lazy summer afternoon was spent enjoying Bare Ass 
Beach. But someone was sleeping - us.  
 
"The Other Farm" was owned by Billie's Dad and operated by a share-crop tenant farmer. We 
never really caught on to the fact that the old truck was always loaded with something when 
we left "The Front Farm" and we were to leave in the other barnyard while we walked to the 
lake or took the old Cub tractor if it was available. The load somehow always changed before 
the trip back, meaning that our servitude continued into the afternoon. Either "Big Bill" was 
unaware of child labour laws or he chose to ignore the situation, likely the latter. "Big Bill" 
learned a lot from reading Tom Sawyer.  
 
This ended abruptly that fall when my parents moved to Niagara-on-the-Lake. There were live 
cops on the streets and an OPP constable a few doors down the road so my days behind the 
wheel came to a screeching halt, at least temporarily. And so ended the First Century B.S., 
setting the stage for the New Millennium. But that's fodder for the next chapter. Be sure to 
tune in next issue.  To be continued........ 
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Avanti A/C Upgrade - Part II 
 

From Graham Gagné 

Part I was basically an explanation of why I decided to upgrade to a 134A 
from the old R12 system.  Now I’ll cover the fun I had replacing the 
compressor seal, getting hoses and installation of the new components. 
 
I removed the old A/C hoses and dryer then plugged the connections to the 
compressor, evaporator and cooler to minimize the moisture entering the 
system.  I should note that there was very little refrigerant so it wasn’t 
necessary to evacuate the system.  If the system was still partially charged 
with R12 coolant I would have had the system evacuated before removing 
the hoses. 
 
I found a local National Radiator shop that was willing to make a new set of 
hoses.  The old hoses were of different dimensions than what is used today 
so they were not able to use the old fittings.  They were able to find 
replacement fittings which were good but, the down side is they were quite 
expensive.  In the end the three hoses and fittings totaled something over 
$300. 
 

 
New hose double clamp fittings to ensure perfect seal 
 
The next problem was to find a new dryer.  Everything I have read 
recommends that at new drier be installed if the system is opened or air 
leaks into the system.  The available driers I found all came in at over $100 
plus shipping.  I discussed this with the National Radiator shop and they 
couldn’t source me a drier but, they suggested I check with a  local 
commercial A/C equipment supplier a few blocks away.  When I showed them 
the old drier and told them it was for a York compressor they were able to 
take one off the shelf for me and best of all it was $25 plus tax. 
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Avanti A/C Upgrade - Part II 
 

From Graham Gagné 

While I was working on the hoses and drier I also checked into a new 
compressor seal.  I contacted with Jon & Betty Myer and they said that 
they sourced seals from Classic Auto Air Manufacturing in Tampa Bay, FL.  
 

 
 
There are three types of seals for the size of York compressor in the 
Avanti.  You can tell the particular style by the shape of the end of the 
compressor shaft.  With this information I contacted Classic Auto Air and 
they sent me a new shaft sealing kit plus an adapter kit for the York 
compressor connections so it could be charged with 134A refrigerant.  
 

 
134 A adapters in place—the bottom one has its cover cap in place 
 

 
 
The kit includes a new cover plate, a cover plate seal, a shaft seal, a carbon 
shaft seal and a shaft tension spring. 
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Avanti A/C Upgrade - Part II 
 

From Graham Gagné 

At this point I followed the York manual instructions and installed the seal 
kit (the manual is available on-line at:   
http://www.tccimfg.com/docs/2CylinderServiceManual.pdf.  
Next I re-installed the compressor and then the new hoses and drier. 
 
Everything installed fine except for the high pressure hose from the 
compressor to the evaporator.  It appeared to be the same length as the old 
hose but it was just a little tight in the install for some reason.  If I was 
doing this again I would ask that the new hoses were made perhaps 1/2” 
longer to make sure this didn’t happen.  Nevertheless, with an adjustment to 
the inner fender mounting bracket the hose installed satisfactorily. 
 
So now it was off to the local garage to have the new 134A adapters 
installed and then to have the system evacuated and charged but, it was not 
to be.  The system couldn’t be evacuated.  There was a significant leak and it 
pointed to the shaft seal on the compressor. 
 
With the compressor back on the bench I removed the outer cover.  I saw 
that at one point around the cover seal the Estor oil used in the assembly 
was blown completely away.  
 
After  a lot of measuring and head scratching I discovered that the depth 
of the seal groove in the new cover plate was about .001-.002 deeper than 
the old plate.  This was obvious to the eye when looking across the flat of 
the plate with the seal in place.  Not much difference but the tolerances are 
tight in this design. The seals themselves seemed about the same thickness.   
So I re-assembled the unit using the new seal and the old plate.   The 
problem may lie in my compressor housing where the cover plate mounts.  
There are marks from other work in the past and it may have been just a 
little too much for the new gasket and plate to seal properly.  
 
I didn’t want to do a re & re on the compressor again so using the old hoses, 
I sealed both of the compressor connections and then took the compressor 
to the garage to be tested.  And this time there was happy news - the 
compressor held the vacuum when it was evacuated. 
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Avanti A/C Upgrade - Part II 
 

From Graham Gagné 

I then re-installed the compressor and made an appointment for the 
recharge.  But this time the Avanti decided it didn’t want to move.  Turned 
the key and not even a click.  To shorten the story a bit, by the time I 
tracked the problem to a bad battery (it was 9 or 10 years old) it was too 
late in the season and winter’s snows lay all around. 
 
I hope to report back good news on 134A recharge early next spring.  In the 
meantime it’s important to note that a charge of 134A in an R12 system will 
take less refrigerant.  The conversion notes from the York Manual follow. 
 
Retro Fit Procedures—The P.O.E. (Ester) lubricant is approved for use in R-
134a Climate Control 2-cylinder compressor (York) systems. It may not be 
suitable in other compressors. Use for oil additions in R-134a systems or for 
retrofitting of R-12 systems. RETROFIT PER VEHICLE MANUFACTURER 
RECOMMENDATIONS and in accordance with SAE J1661, J1660, J1639, 
J1629, J2197 and J1989. Barrier hoses are required for R-134a systems. 
Heavy-duty vehicles equipped with these hoses can normally be retrofit by 
following these guidelines: 
1. Diagnose and repair all A/C system malfunctions, (Flush system only if 
contamination exists). 
2. Recover the R-12 refrigerant. 
3. Remove compressor and drain oil from sump. 
4. Replace receiver/dryer with one containing XH-7 or XH-9 desiccant. 
5. Change high and low side service ports to R-134a type by using adapters, 
new service valves, etc., per SAE J1660. 
6. Add 14 fl. ounces of RETRO-FIX II P.O.E. (Ester) oil to compressor and 
install on vehicle. 
7. Evacuate system (45 minutes, minimum). 
8. Charge system with R-134a. (Usually 15-20% less R-134a by weight will 
fully charge an R-12 system.) 
9. Leak test system. 
10. Run system to confirm normal operation. 
11. Install label to identify that the system has been retrofit per SAE 
J1660. 
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Upcoming Events... 
Chapter Events 
 
June 7-8, 2014: Fleetwood Cruizein, London ON. Can we break nine Avanti? For 

more information, contact Mike Emmerich.  
 
Meetings for 2014:  April 26 – Badenoch Swap Meet, Tour to St Jacobs. 
 April 27 – Meeting hosted by Mike Emmerich. 
 July-August – Meeting hosted by Bill Harris, TBA. 
 September – Meeting hosted by Wayne Hamilton and Sharon 

Pearce, TBA. 
 November 29 – Hamilton Chapter Christmas Party. 
 November 30 – Meeting hosted by Larry and Barb Gibson. 
AOAI Events 
 
See SDC Events below. 
 

SDC Events 
 
June 28-July 5, 2014: 50th (Golden Anniversary) INTERNATIONAL MEET, at Dover 

Downs Hotel & Casino/Dover International Speedway in Dover 
Delaware. Hosted by the DelMarVa Peninsula Chapter. Website: 
www.DelMarVaSDC.org  

 
October 3-4, 2014: Ontario Chapter SDC Maple Leaf Tour. Information available in 

last newsletter with an update under Ramblings. Verne Brinsmead 
is the contact for more information. 

 
 
Have an event you would like to add? Please contact Mike Emmerich with the details and 
I will include. 
 
January 21:  
 
What can I say...Barb and Hazard doing exercises and me warming my hands in front of 
the fire. Another blizzard on Sunday January 19 and 40 below last night.  Today's high 10 
below.  I'm starting to get jealous of Hazard and Barb keeps turning off the TV and 
putting out the fire!!!  Hope all’s well with you and we hear you're having quite the 
winter as well.  May as well have a laugh as nothing else seems to work – Steve 
Wohleber. 
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KEEPING A SHARP MIND IN RETIREMENT 
As we slowly move through retirement, we need to keep ourselves occupied with small 
projects.........Like this guy. 
 

 
I know, I saw it right away too.... No safety glasses or hearing protection.  And I caught 
something else that is really important: he has no gloves on. I might be up in age but I am still 
sharp as a tack.  
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 CANADIAN AVANTI OWNERS ASSOCIATION 
   MMEEMMBBEERRSSHHIIPP  RREENNEEWWAALL  FFOORR  22001144  

 
The Canadian Avanti Owners Association (CAOA) is a non-profit 
organization committed to preserving the history of the Avanti 
automobile. We currently have +45 members located in all provinces 
across Canada. We are a Chapter of the Avanti Owners Association 
International Inc (http://www.aoai.org/). Our group strives to promote 
the research and study of the Avanti and the companies that have 
produced it over the years. We wish to share our knowledge with others 
and encourage the acquisition, preservation, restoration, and 
maintenance of all Avantis produced by Studebaker and successor 
companies. Our Canadian Chapter also promotes fellowship and 

camaraderie by publishing a newsletter quarterly, participating in local CAOA or Studebaker Drivers Club events 
and our general meetings held quarterly at various members’ homes. Ownership of an Avanti (Studebaker or 
successor) is not required. 
 
 Renewal fee   $ 15.00 per year 
 Make Cheque Payable to:   Canadian Avanti Owners 
  

       Mail cheque to:   C. A. O. A. 
      David Moxham 

     P.O. Box 341 
     Noelville, Ontario 
     P0M 2N0 
 
Any questions? Please Contact: 
 

President   Steve Wohleber 705-383-2432 sbwohleber@gmail.com 
  

 Membership   Bill Harris 905-628-6370 billharris@rogers.com 
 
 Treasurer   David Moxham 705-898-1326 davemoxham@live.com 
 
 Secretary/Editor   Mike Emmerich 519-740-6118 studeemike@yahoo.ca 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION & ANNUAL RENEWAL FORM for 2014 
                  PLEASE FILL OUT THE FORM BELOW AND INCLUDE WITH MEMBERSHIP PAYMENT 

 
Name(s) Yours:                 Spouse: 
      Last Name    First Name 
Local Address:  
    Street    City  Province  postal code 

Alt. Address: 
    Street    City  Province  postal code 

Local Phone:       Alt. Phone:                                                                       
 
A.O.A.I Membership No.                                                                      E-Mail:  
(Avanti Owners Association Int.) 
 
Fill below your car information if new/changed: 

 
        Year 

 
          Serial # 

         Engine 
          Cubic In. 

 
       Car Model 

 
Exterior / Interior Color 

          Cond.  
           Code*                                  

      

      

      
 

*Condition Code: 1 Excellent; 2 Fine; 3 Very Good; 4 Driver; 5 Restorable 
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