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President’s Message… 
 

All the best! Steve Wohleber 

Greetings all and looking forward to another season or two 
of events and cruising.  Supposedly, some of our members 
in warmer climes already have their cars on the road.  Here 
in Ontario we are still enjoying the last few blasts of 
winter.  A few hardy souls made it to York PA this March, so 
it would seem we Canadians are doing our part to address 
the balance of trade with our southern neighbours.  It was 
great to see Roland and Diane Larmour's 1964 R1 on the 
February page of the AOAI calendar.  Remember, Lew is 
always looking for submissions for the upcoming year, so 
give it some thought and send a few pictures of your own 
pride and joy.  We also look forward to reports of events 
from coast to coast this year, so be sure to keep track of 
any shows or trips etc. that are taking place in your region 

and include photos with your story and names of those involved.  You may recall that in 
the last newsletter I put out a request for photos of original models that any of you 
might still have.  Well, I dug out my old '64 slot car 'rat rod' (before anyone used that 
term?).  A beater, but it was a tough game back then, cars flying off banked turns onto 
the wall or floor.  We used to put lighter fluid on the tires before racing to make them 
'stick', and notice the right front tire is hatched for better grip.  Hey, we were 
serious!  Slot car racing was big stuff back then with numerous tracks, ovals, road 
courses, figure eights...some real impressive crashes there!  I think a quarter got you 
something like 15 minutes.  Kept us off the streets and involved with cars, mechanics 
and electricals.  Most kids scratch built their own cars, buying motors, chassis, wheels 
tires etc.  Lots of fun.  So anyway, there must be a few more out there, models, not 
likely slot cars, so let’s see what you still have kicking around.  No judging here, just 
good memories.  I find it interesting that a lot of Avanti owners came to owning a real 
car from memories of Auto shows, models and magazine articles from our youth.  After 
all, unlike most other classic cars that people collect, we saw very few actual Avanti on 
the road or in our neighbourhoods.  We all seem to be able to recall that first 
contact with a truly amazing for its time, automobile.  The Memory lives on! 
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Editor’s Message... 
 

By Mike Emmerich 

Another year. Hard to believe that it is 
now 2013. Just seems like yesterday that 
everyone was concerned about the 
impending computer crash at the new 
millennium, September 11, 2001, and 
more recently Dec 21, 2012. There are 
daily news reports about North Korea, 
global warming, asteroids and the 
economy. Life certainly is interesting, 
sometimes overwhelming. Thanks 
goodness there are little diversions like 
our Avanti to draw our attention!  
 
There are lots of events across Canada to 

attend, promising to keep everyone busy. Whether you do a little or a lot, looks like a 
good year. Our event schedule is being fined tuned with our April meeting being our 
first. There are a couple of good events to attend which include the Badenoch Swap 
Meet on April 27th and Ancaster/Road Runner Swap Meet on April 28th. Do not want to 
look at car parts? Well, Sue Lusted is planning a road trip to St Jacobs Market – a must 
see event every weekend in St Jacobs. More details will be provided as they become 
available. There is a great breakfast spot in Ancaster (The Egg and I) which would a great 
spot to hit before making the rounds at the Road Runners Swap meet. Our meeting will 
be April 28th at my home with a planned pot-luck lunch and meeting in the afternoon. 
We will be able to fine-tune the rest of the schedule for the year. I really hope that you 
can make at least one event (or all!). 
 

Thinking of retirement? Many of us already have, are close, or thinking about it. Life is 
not infinite and you never know what cards you will be dealt. A case in point is Art 
Unger (see his story in Letters to the Editor). What I would like you to consider are the 
Last Words. Distributed by my secretary Linda Silverthorne on her last day of work, it 
gave me reason to contemplate on my life and people I have known. Not everyone will 
fall into the same category nor should they. Just makes you think where you fit into 
other people’s life. Or want to fit.  
 

See you in April! 
 

Linda on her last day at work, with grand-
daughter Esme Fleury. 
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Letters to the Editor 
 

By Mike Emmerich 

Jan 10:  Hope this is OK - I just did it and then thought - Oh Oh, maybe I should have 

requested permission. I thought it would stimulate interest in the Avanti. 

Best regards Dwayne Jacobson.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/147809705370690/ 

Editor: No problem – any method used to stimulate interest is welcome… 
 

Jan 16: Hi there, I am down at Barrett Jackson so will miss the meeting.  

Cheers Bill (Harris) 

Editor: Rubbing it in? I have a brick for you - investigating getting it engraved... 

Jan 16:  Having a great time. A brick in the wall would be nice.  

Bill Harris.  
 

Jan 17: Mike, Newsletter looks great. Nice work. Were you 

aware of this?  

From: B & S Wohleber <sbwohleber@gmail.com>  

To: bobeaston@sympatico.ca  

Subject: Wow  

Bob and Joanne, Great to see your Lark on the cover of 

Hemmings Classic Car! Hey, we even got to ride in it. Great 

article as well. Had no idea it was such a thorough restoration. 

You certainly did a wonderful job. Congratulations and all the 

best, Steve and Barb Wohleber  

Editor: We (Hamilton Chapter) were aware, but not that it would be on the cover (and 

evidently, neither did Bob and Joanne)… 
 

Jan 19: Hi Mike Recognize these guys? 

Bill Harris 

Editor: Yuup. See captions… 
 

Chip Foose and… Rick Hendrick. 
 

Jan 22: Mike, Looks like it was a good meeting. The Hendrick’s and Jeff Gordon 24 car 

sold again for over 300 thousand, it was donated back by Ron Pratt who had bought it at 

another auction for 500 thousand! We really had a good time at the Barrett Jackson 

auction. Wayne (Hamilton and Sharon Pearce). 
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Letters to the Editor 
 

By Mike Emmerich 

Editor: Another CAOA member at Barrett Jackson. Make it a chapter event next year? 

Hoped you and Sharon had a great time - send me some pictures! 
 

Jan 23: Hey Mike... Sorry... been away for 3 weeks not sure if I can do it... I’ll try in the 

next day or 2 , it’s in storage and I can barely get the doors open 2 feet... just 

remembered I pulled the tranny so to make it look real is going take some 

creativity...Hugh (Campbell) 

Editor: On Jan 9 I asked Hugh: “Can you take a picture of the interior?” I replied to his 

Jan 23 e-mail “Also - take some pictures and tell me what you are doing to your car. A 

little PM or?” 
 

Jan 24: Went to the Desert Museum today, a large outdoor cactus, bird and animal 

display. This 1960 Lark wagon has been outside the entrance for many years and 

thought I would send a pic if you have not seen it. At the museum they have an outdoor 

flight of wild birds. The birds fly inches over your head - hawks, falcons, owls and ravens. 

In the last pic you can see the barn owl going just over the spectator’s heads.  

Bill (Harris). 

Editor: I bet the “bird watcher” in you enjoyed the bird’s antics… 
 

  

  
 

Jan 25: Today we went to the Tucson Zoo which was fun and then we went to a 

restaurant called Hot Rods out in the desert near my sister's. It was big, impressive and 

unusual. Hot Rods is a brand new restoration / fabricating shop that builds street rods, 

muscle cars and bikes but is also a two story car guy restaurant. The top floor is called 

the Top Fuel Lounge. The restaurant has windows all the around that overlook the shop. 
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Letters to the Editor 
 

By Mike Emmerich 

The shop is booked with work for the next 6 months to a year. I asked the restaurant if 

one can see the shop and he arranged a private tour with the owner for me - very cool. 

They are already adding two buildings out back to expand including a 10,000 sq. ft. 

office/shop. Wild. Here are a few pictures. I can't quite get my head around how the 

$$'s can work, though the restaurant was busy and on the same road as SW Drag Strip, 

an oval and dirt track. Bill (Harris). 

Editor: Looks like you are having a great time – I am envious… 
 

  

  
 

Feb 2: Bcc to all CAOA members... 

Cliff Tattersall (SDC Director) just sent me this e-mail advising of another SDC board 

resignation. I thought to myself, not again and wondered who it would be and the 

reason. I was not expecting the e-mail that followed. 

Many of us had the pleasure of meeting Art in person at the Hamilton Chapter BBQ in 

2011. Stu Chapman had the privilege of taking him around to see the Hamilton Plant 

before the demolition had started.  

Art had served as SDC director and editor of Turning Wheels I feel with distinction. He 

and Ann did a great job of making sure articles from the Hamilton Chapter made an 

issue and many times in colour.  

I just called and spoke with him, expressing my thoughts and was pleased to hear that 

he will continue to edit Turning Wheels until unable, when Ann will take over. So until 

then, we will continue to enjoy his wit and thoughts for the future.  

The Studebaker organization and hobby will miss him. Mike Emmerich. 
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Letters to the Editor 
 

By Mike Emmerich 

Cliff Tattersall wrote: 

I thought/think highly of Art. We spoke this morning and I asked it was now all right to 

broadcast this information and he gave me permission. His spirits are high however he 

does not know how much time is left. I take this a lesson for myself. Live your life as well 

as you can, be kind to others and exploit what talents you have. Art certainly does a 

great job with Turning Wheels and I am sure Ann will so continue. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Some very sad news; 

After our South Bend encounter I had considered retiring from the Board. After all, 23 

plus years seems long enough. But I was persuaded to run for one more term. 

Unfortunately I was stunned in December to receive some medical news of the worst 

kind. I was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer complete with a tumour rapidly 

approaching the size of a hood ornament. 

Therefore I officially resign as Director of the Pacific Can-Am Zone since I will shortly be 

unable to continue with my duties and I will surely miss the Colorado meet. That was 

one I was looking forward to because I had attended their last soiree 40 years ago. 

Since 1968, when I flew to South Bend to investigate this thing called a Studebaker club, 

SDC has become a large part of my life. Introductions to countless friends from several 

countries were possible only because of the club. Achieving my early dream of writing 

was another benefit that has shaped my short stay on this plastic planet. 

Always a radical (as far as my inability to follow the crowd), my driving a Studebaker was 

a natural. Over the last 45 years I have owned 30 different Studebakers and covered 

more than half a million miles in daily driving, including 5 Provinces and 20 or more 

States in the process. 

I have mostly enjoyed working with all of you and have learned a lot. I think this group is 

capable of leading SDC for years to come. I should apologize for any rants that may have 

hurt the feelings of any Board member. I should and I do. I won’t name any names 

because I’m sure to forget someone. 

If I may make a suggestion I would add that in addition to recruiting younger members 

for SDC, I think the Board (in particular) should be grooming new talent to take over the 

reins. We tend to forget that all of us have a “Best by” date. Stale leadership is a 

backwards step. 

As a consolation, be advised that I will be busy readying a fleet of Studebakers so that 

each of you will have pleasant motoring to look forward to when you get here. If you 

had been counting on some other brand, you will be sorely disappointed. 

That’s a long enough good-bye. If you want to chat or yell at me before it’s too late, call 

250-870-4316. Thanks for many good times. 

Art Unger  
 

Feb 3: Hi, Sad news indeed. Thanks for the heads-up. I'll pass it on. 

Graham Gagne. 
 

Feb 8: Hi Mike, we have been watching the news and looks like you getting it pretty 

good. We have a couple of feet of snow here and it has kept us busy blowing and 

shoveling it plus it has also been very cold the last week or so. We are using a lot of 

firewood. It seems like there is always something to do here so we never get bored. 
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Letters to the Editor 
 

By Mike Emmerich 

Hope all is well with you, I guess all the work you do with the clubs keeps you pretty 

busy. Are you going to York this year, sold the sedan yet? I'm thinking of getting one of 

the Mallory distributors from Thiebault, it would make things a lot easier, get rid of the 

points etc. Just heading over to the neighbour's for dinner. Catch you later, Dave P.S. 

Barb says hello. Dave (Moxham). 

Editor: I am not going to York PA this year (out of vacation). I will be going to South 

Bend in May (now a Zone meet). When you get the Hamilton Chapter meeting minutes 

there will be two flyers for Ancaster and Badenoch - both same weekend as our first 

2013 General meeting. Looks like we will have lots to do this weekend... 
 

Feb 10: Hey Mike, Sorry for the 'hibernation', has been that kind of month. Actually I 

have been rather busy, finally cleaning out my studio. I built an addition last fall, but 

haven't yet opened the doorway from the existing. Reason is there was a pile about 4' 

high against the wall. So my winter project has been to clear out all the unnecessary 

clutter which is my nemesis. One of the things I came across was a Canadian Old Car 

Trader from 1986, the year I sold my 1951 Ford Custom Tudor Sedan. Wow, a 1963 

Corvette Stingray, 327/4 speed for $8k. However also under the St. Catharine’s pages 

were three ads from a guy ...Ray Martin! A 29' President, a 42' President and a 66' with 

a 283 Chev. Wonder where those are now? Looks like you guys are getting the winter 

we used to get, Snow and ice here but not excessive. So how are your projects going? 

Still have the cats? :) Have dug out my old Avanti slot car and will include in the next 

Pres Mess. Hope all else is going well with you, any plans for York? Was a fun trip. 

Maybe we could get Dave to come along and split three ways. Anyway, Looks like Bill 

had a great time, definitely something to put in the next newsletter, All the best, and 

keep in touch. Steve Wohleber 

Editor: Will be unable to make York this year as out of vacation. But definitely going to 

South Bend - it is a Zone meet this year. I will send you info on Badenoch and Ancaster 

w/e of April 27/28. This will be our first 2013 General meeting so looks like we can have 

lots to do... 
 

Feb 14: I am going to Flda for a month and when I come back in April I would like to 

arrange for an advert for my Avanti. I had it appraised in the fall. Are you still doing the 

ads? Gini Young 

Editor: Looks like a 1989 Avanti will be coming up for sale – stay tuned… 
 

Feb 16: Hah Y'All t'dee? Midwinter greetings to our snowbound friends toughing it out 

in The Great White North! It is slightly more than two months since we left 

home (on December 14) and we haven't seen even a chip of ice that was 

not in a glass. Not a bad way to spend the winter. Northern Mississippi (up by Arkansas) 

seems to get hit by odd storms (Hattiesburg was flattened by a tornado a week ago) but 

they appear to stay north of the Coast where we are. 

We hooked up with the Gulf Coast Chapter, SDC, and our friends Frank and Phyllis 

Raises last Saturday (Feb. 9) for an outing to Studebaker's Bar-B-Q just south of Wiggins, 

MS. This town seems to be classic car crazy. Rode up in Frank's pristine sliding roof 

wagon and were joined by 10 more Studes including one '64 Avanti plus 2 or 3 

Brand X's. Studebaker's is owned by a young couple who inherited one of our favourite 

cars from her father and decided to use the theme for a restaurant. They served up 
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Letters to the Editor 
 

By Mike Emmerich 

good food at fair prices to about 30 super friendly Studenuts. 

The "winter" season has ended down here and spring cruise nights began in early 

February. We will go with the Gulf Coast Chapter to Hurley, MS. on March 2 for "Old 

Timers Day" - hm-m-m-m - I wonder if there's something slightly insulting in that - 

before we start for home at the end of March. There are several other all-makes car 

shows around, including quite a large one at the Isle Casino in Biloxi on St. 

Patrick's Day weekend. Biloxi is only 20 minutes down the road so there is no question 

where I'll be.  

Just a quick side note. Verne's latest grandson put in an appearance on February 13. 

Callaghan (Cal.) arrived at12:12 a.m. at 6 lb. 12 oz. and with a pretty good head of hair. 

Second name not decided but I suggested that Morley would be a good Canadian True 

North Strong and Free option. This makes # 10 grandchild between the two of us. 

Should be back in the first few days of April but may not be organized enough for a trip 

to Badenoch. There are always a million things to catch up on after a trip. Since we left 

early to spend Christmas with the kids in Texas this has been an unusually long one, just 

short of four months. I may not get things under control until next Christmas! 

All kidding aside, we expect to be back in gear for the summer events so see you there. 

Meantime, keep on Studebakering! Verne and Mervis Brinsmead. 
 

Feb 17: Hi Mike: Best Wishes for the NEW YEAR. Have I not sent in my Dues? I do want a 

calendar. Do let me know if it has not been received. Regards, Glenn Zeller. 

Editor: Sent your e-mail to Dave Moxham and Bill Harris to take care of you. And you 

made it in time to get the free calendar… 
 

Feb 17: The SDC Board made a plaque in Art’s honor. Art 

has now been presented with his Plaque by Brian Curtis 

(pictured). 
 

“Different by Design 

Commemorating ART UNGER for his many years of service 

to the Studebaker Drivers Club, not only as an owner and 

driver of Studebakers, but as a man of words and wit. A 

man who is truly "Different by Design" Art has 

entertained, edited, guided, instructed, and advised us. 

Thank you, Art, for all you have given us. 

The SDC Board – 2013” 
 

 

Becky Bonham of the National Museum has also offered a large Brick on the Studebaker 

National Museum's, Garden Walkway at no charge to honor our dear friend Art and his 

significant lifetime contribution to the world of all things Studebaker Garden Walkway.  

Cliff Tattersall (SDC Director). 
 

Feb 18: No big deal here, but going over the math, seems there are 91 Canadian 

members of AOAI, and about 20 some +/- CAOA who are also AOAI. Our membership 

lately seems to hover around 40+ (used to be around 60). Are we missing something 

here? Might think about $10.00 'new member' cost, emphasize that our newsletter has 
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Letters to the Editor 
 

By Mike Emmerich 

won top award for last two years, and also our contributions to various regional events, 

country wide. Send a letter to all those AOAI members and try some recruitment. Just 

my thoughts, what do you think? Lousy winter... actually just a winter like they used to 

be. Now I remember why I became a recluse from Nov. to March). Still got the trains up 

tho! Cheers, Steve Wohleber. 

Editor: Something to ponder at our General Meeting in April… 
 

  
 

Feb 22: Hi, Not sure if everyone I sent this 

too is a NASCAR or Jeff Gordon fan so this 

may be lost on you but I’ve heard that 

some Jeff fans can be offended by this! Oh 

well, that’s life. If a fan enjoy the race 

Sunday. Brian Chappell 

Editor: I am a NASCAR and Jeff Gordon fan 

and had to laugh when I saw this! 
 

 
 

Feb 27: Chris Hadfield from Space station and Barenaked Ladies sing together. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AvAnfi8WpVE Brian Chappell 
 

Mar 1: Hi Mike, I have just finished installing a delco window distributor in the '63 with a 

Mallory ign module and coil. I'm really backed up right now so it may take me a bit to 

get the item done. I'll send it when I do. Cheer Grahame Gagne 

Editor: This seems to be a popular conversion – look forward reading all about it. 
 

Mar 2: Mike, Assume pres mess will be due soon? How do you like that, I'm on it! Barb 

and our daughter are on a trip to Tuscany for a week so there you go; I have time to 

consider MY stuff for a change :) Anyway, here are some photos of my Avanti Rat Rod 

(before anyone used the term rat rod) slot car racer from the 60's. A beater, but it was a 

tough game back then, cars flying off banked turns onto the wall or floor. We used to 

put lighter fluid on the tires before racing to make them 'stick'. Notice the right side 

front tire is 'hatched' for better grip. Hey, we were serious! Keep these to attach to my 

mess, which will arrive soon. Hope all is well, Steve (Wohleber). 

Editor: You are late! 
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Retirement Rewards 
 

By Bill Harris 

In November of 2012 I ended a 41 year 
career in the film Industry in Toronto with 
an equipment rental house called P.S. 
Production Services. We rented lighting, 
grip, camera gear and generators for TV 
series, commercials and feature films. Some 
of the shows I took care of over the years 
were – Second City SCTV, Super Dave 
Osborne, Red Green Show, The Littlest 
Hobo, Murdoch Mysteries, and Degrassi the 
Next Generation. It was a very exciting, 
fulfilling and varied business to be in. 
 

The company held a terrific retirement 
party for me that lasted about seven hours 
and presented me with a wonderful 
retirement gift “an eight day VIP trip for 
two to Scottsdale, AZ, including a SUV 
rental, beautiful two bedroom suite 
accommodation and a bidder’s pass for 
Barrett Jackson to attend for the week”. The 
latter required a bank note from my work 
for $9,000.00 to Barrett Jackson allowing 

you to sit in the bidders area and bid up to $90,000.00 on a car, parking in the middle of the 
complex, attendance at the gala opening party plus have up to 10 free drinks every day of 
the show! The theory here is a few drinks and you may just buy a car. At the end of the 
show you get the bank note back if you did not buy a car. 
 

My high school friend and car nut Don came along for the trip. We departed Sunday January 
13th via Air Canada and had a smooth flight. Arriving at our hotel we were very impressed 
with the facilities and it was loaded with car people. Monday with temperatures near 
freezing we headed to BJ to check out the layout. It was massive with the main auction tent 
and attached premiere car tent being just a small part of the complex. This year 
approximately 1,400 cars were auctioned off and the majority were beautiful specimens – 
no junkers here. There were many huge tents housing about 200 cars and it took us 3 days 
to see most of them along with attending the auction. Monday night was the Gala Party held 
in the auction tent for bidders and vendors. Free booze and awesome food stations, a live 
band and then welcoming speeches by Craig Jackson and staff. Linda Vaughn, the famous 
early drag racing Miss Hurst Mystery Shifter came on stage in a Marilyn Munroe style 
slinky white gown and sang an honorary happy birthday to the late Carroll Shelby. The 
place was packed with all types of people from the middle class to the very wealthy.  It was 
one wild party for a couple of car guys. 
 

During the week we saw many famous car people including; George Barris, Chip Foose, 
Reggie Jackson, Rusty Wallace, Rick Hendricks – Hendricks Racing , Jeff Gordon, Barry 
Meguiar  and others from various auto TV shows. For the auction we sat about 10 rows 
back from the down ramp off of the stage. Great spot to see the cars and you could walk up 
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Retirement Rewards 
 

By Bill Harris 

on stage. I also had a visit with members Sharon Pearce and Wayne Hamilton who were 
there for the week. We were shocked as each morning the auctioneers would line up across 
the front of the ramps and stage, all 60+ of them! We chatted with the principals of Lokar 
shifters who sat beside us for 2 days. Outside the vendor displays were over the top. Many 
exhibited high quality items such a paintings, 1/8 scale metal models and life size human 
look a likes of mechanics, gas attendants etc that were motorized. You could buy a $25,000 
Bracelet for your lady or a $ 12,000.00 model of a 32 Ford depicted in a junk yard. Outside 
Cessna airplanes were on display including a corporate jet. There was a nifty large tired 
bush plane, $1.5 million busses and a road course where you could take a ride in a modified 
Corvette or Mustang race car with a professional driver at the helm smoking the tires. 
There was so much to see and I guess by the end of the week we saw most but not all of it. 
Early in the week there were lots of good deals that tempted me but I did not bid. 
 

The Saturday auction was the most exciting with the big dollar cars and highlights were the 
Mercedes 300 SL of Clark Gable for 1.8 million and the best, the original Batmobile built 
and still owned by George Barris. The room lights dimmed, Batman theme played, search 
lights swept the crowds as George with Linda Vaughn led the Batmobile up the ramp. The 
place was electric with excitement and went crazy when it sold for $ 4.2 million. The 
Phoenix purchaser says it is going in his living room!! 
  

If you have ever thought you would like to attend Barrett Jackson do yourself a favor and 
go. Scottsdale is by far the biggest and most interesting with lots of displays. We knew it 
would be terrific but it was probably five times better than we expected. That is one “off the 
bucket list” thanks to P.S. Production Services. 
 

Enjoy the pictures! (in order as taken): 
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Retirement Rewards 
 

By Bill Harris 

More Pixs…   

   

   

   

   

   
  

14



Retirement Rewards 
 

By Bill Harris 

Final Bunch…   

   

   

   
 

Editor’s comments… 

 

This was an opportunity of a lifetime – a first class experience of the Barrett Jackson 
Auction. What would have topped it off was buying an R2 Avanti. Fortunately for Bill, he 
already has a BJ Class Avanti! Bill mentioned that he ran into CAOA members Wayne 
Hamilton and Sharon Pearce who were also there for the BJ experience. While they did not 
take any pictures, they too have stories to tell so I plan to ask them about their experience. 
Like Bill, this is on my bucket list and maybe 2014 will be the year! 
 
http://www.barrett-jackson.com/scottsdale/ 
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Studebaker Fuel System 

By Peter Sant 

Our Studebaker vehicles all have the same 
main fuel system parts. Fuel Tank, Fuel Lines, 
Fuel Pump, Fuel Filter and lastly The 
Carburetor. 

If a vehicle performs badly everybody jumps 
to the conclusion that the carburetor is the 
problem. Not necessarily right. 

Fuel troubles can begin in the fuel tank itself. 
The pickup tube has a "sock" on it to filter 

fuel before it leaves the tank. This is a very coarse filter and may have been lost over the years 
but if it is there it can clog and restrict fuel flow. 

Next thing to check are the fuel lines. Very carefully examine the fuel lines under the car that 
lead from the tank to the fuel pump. Look especially closely at the spots where the lines are 
clipped to the frame. What you are looking for is any signs of dampness as evidenced by a 
darker coating on the lines. These minor perforations are the main cause for poor fuel flow and 
hard starting of our vehicles. 

Fuel pumps, in this modern era of "gasoline" contaminated with who knows what, do not last 
very long. It seems that the modern fuel erodes the materials used in the pump construction 
and over time they cease to function as they should. There is a simple test which is outlined in 
the service manual which calls for a vacuum gauge and a pressure gauge to be used to check if 
the pump is drawing fuel from the tank and then sending it to the carburetor at the appropriate 
pressure, around 3-5 lbs. If there are perforations in the line from the tank to the pump the 
pump will not work properly. 

Fuel filters need to be changed once a year. The metal types have a bigger screen and let more 
junk though but flow better. The clear types with a paper element filter best but clog easily. I 
prefer the paper type and change them often. 

Lastly we come to the carburetor. Very little goes wrong with the carburetor. Over time the 
shafts will wear out and air will leak causing an irregular idle. Generally speaking if the 
remainder of your fuel system is in top notch shape the carburetor will be just fine. 

One caution. Gasoline does not like contact with silicon sealers. If you remove your fuel tank 
sending unit use a new paper gasket (cut your own if necessary) but DO NOT use silicon to seal 
the sending unit. Little drops of silicone will melt and flow though your entire fuel system 
wreaking havoc on the components and plugging up things in a bad way. 

Inspect your fuel system regularly and above all respect the danger surrounding gasoline. 
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AXLE STUFF 

By Peter Sant 

One of the most neglected tasks in 

maintaining our Studebakers is regular 

check and lubrication of axles and 

bearings. 

Front axles are relatively easy to access 

as it is just a matter of removing the 

cotter pin from the castellated nut and 

removing the hub and drum as one unit. 

Once off the car you need to clean and 

inspect the outer bearing race. get a 

magnifying glass and look at the tapered 

roller bearings to see if you can spot any 

marks which are technically referred to as "brinelling" These are changes in colour of 

the roller either a few of them or all of them. If this is evident you should now think of 

obtaining a new outer bearing. But Wait!! As they say in the TV commercial there is 

more. If you have a worn out or brinelled outer race you need to replace the cone at the 

same time. A lot of people tend to omit this step as it is a pain "in the you know what" 

to know where to tap out the cone from the bearing bore. It is done with a brass drift, 

or punch, and a few sharp blows with a hammer and out comes the cone. Putting the 

cone back in is a bit difficult. It must be started straight then tapped all round to seat it 

firmly in the bore. 

Repeat the above procedure for the inner race. When you are buying the new bearings 

you need to purchase an inner grease seal. Studebaker vendors will have most of these 

bearings and seals in stock and I recommend that you support them. If, however you 

need a part in a hurry you can write down the numbers stamped on the old parts and 

take then to a bearing shop or even a regular parts store. 

Now we come to the rear axle. It is the most neglected. It is not there just to hold up the 

back end of the vehicle. It is one of the main components that propels the vehicle. A lot 

of noises and vibrations often attributed to other components can be caused by poor 

maintenance of your rear axle or differential as it is correctly called. 

Maintenance of a rear end is more difficult and time consuming hence the neglect. 

Besides the usual fluid change which involves the removal of the differential cover plate 

to drain the oil, there are outer wheel bearings and grease seals that need to be re-

lubricated  and/or replaced from time to time 

The outer bearings are accessed by removing the brake backing plates and hanging 

them by a wire while you remove the axle. Nice and easy to write this but often not a 

Picture Courtesy of Larry Mitchell 
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AXLE STUFF 

By Peter Sant 

simple task. Removing a tapered axle is supposed to be done with a slide hammer but I 

was taught that you can reverse the brake drum and loosely affix the castellated nut and 

use the drum as the slide hammer. If you have flanged axles as I do on my Avanti, the 

same procedure still works but reverse the drum and put three lug nuts on loosely and 

follow the above step. 

Once the axles are out you can re-lubricate the bearings. I use the gooey sticky green 

wheel bearing grease from Canadian Tire. Early models of Studebakers used to use a 

separate grease fitting at the outer end of the axle. Over eager grease monkeys would 

try to pump in grease until it came out somewhere to signify that it was fully lubricated. 

The usual result was a brake locking up due to grease on the linings. Studebaker realized 

this and changed to a removable pipe plug which forced you to remove it and install a 

grease fitting. Eventually Studebaker discontinued this idea altogether due to the grease 

on brake linings problem. I suggest that you do not try to lubricate your real axle 

bearings via the grease fitting method if your vehicle is so equipped. 

The most important step here is to closely examine the tapered axle for wear on the 

keyway and use a magnifying glass to carefully check the tapered end of the axle for any 

sign of a crack developing. I have seen a few of these axles shear off or bend and we 

don't want that to happen because you failed your proper maintenance do we? 

When you reassemble the axle tighten all the hardware to the specs in the manual (you 

do have a manual don't you?) and replace the diff. cover. If your cover is badly pitted or 

warped it may leak even with a good gasket and lots of sealer. Not to worry, your 

friendly Dodge dealer has brand new covers and gaskets for a Dana 44 axle. The only 

caveat is that the cover has a fill hole which is about one inch higher than the 

Studebaker cover. Just remember that the correct amount of fluid is 1.4 litres. DO NOT 

OVERFILL. I use synthetic fluid obtained from a Ford dealer and use the Ford Additive for 

my Twin Traction unit. I recommend the synthetic fluid even though it costs more it 

prolongs the life of your axle and saves gas. 

Editor: 

Refer to our “Canadian Avanti Vol 10 Issue 2 Mar_Apr 2012” for a complete tech session 

on how to replace tapered axles with the new flanged axle kit sold by Fairborn 

Studebaker. There were several pictures on how to remove the axle that will help you if 

only plan to re-grease your bearings as Peter described. 
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Upcoming Events... 
Chapter Events 
 
April 27: Badenoch Swap Meet – Badenoch ON – See attached. 
 
April 28: Road Runners Swap Meet – Ancaster ON – See attached. 
 
June 7-9:  Fleetwood Country Cruizein – London ON. See 

http://www.fleetwoodcountrycruizein.com/ 
 
July 11-14: Atlantic Nationals – Moncton NB. See 

http://www.atlanticnationals.com/ 
  
November 30: Hamilton Chapter Christmas Party – Details to be provided. 
 
Meetings for 2013:  April 28 – Home of Mike Emmerich. Badenoch and Ancaster 

Swap Meets and shopping in St Jacobs. 
 June – Home of Bill Harris. Shop Tours and shopping in Stratford. 
 September – Home of Steve Wohleber, North Tour. 
 December 1 – Home of Ralph Hart, Hamilton Chapter Christmas 

Party. 
 Alternate – in case of scheduling difficulties, Wayne Hamilton and 

Sharon Pearce have offered their home. 
 

AOAI Events 
 
See SDC Events below. 
 

SDC Events 
 
May 3-4: Crossroads Zone Meet – South Bend IN. Hosted by Michiana 

Chapter see www.michiana-chapter-sdc.net 
 
June 30- July 6: 49th INTERNATIONAL MEET, in Colorado Springs, CO. Hosted 

by the Pikes Peak Chapter, HQ: Crowne Plaza at 
www.cpcoloradoosprings.com 

 
July 19-20: Summerfest – Welland ON. Hosted by Ontario Chapter. See 

attached. 
 
June 28-July 5, 2014: 50th (Golden Anniversary) INTERNATIONAL MEET, at Dover 

Downs Hotel & Casino/Dover International Speedway in Dover 
Delaware. Hosted by the DelMarVa Peninsula Chapter. Website: 
www.DelMarVaSDC.org  

 
 
 

 
 
Have an event you would like to add? Please contact Mike Emmerich with the details and 
I will include. 
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The Canadian Avanti Owners Association (CAOA) is a non-profit 
organization committed to preserving the history of the Avanti 
automobile. We currently have +60 members located in all provinces 
across Canada. We are a Chapter of the Avanti Owners Association 
International Inc (http://www.aoai.org/). Our group strives to promote 
the research and study of the Avanti and the companies that have 
produced it over the years. We wish to share our knowledge with others 
and encourage the acquisition, preservation, restoration, and 
maintenance of all Avantis produced by Studebaker and successor 
companies. Our Canadian Chapter also promotes fellowship and 

camaraderie by publishing a newsletter quarterly, participating in local CAOA or Studebaker Drivers Club events 
and our general meetings held quarterly at various members’ homes. Ownership of an Avanti (Studebaker or 
successor) is not required. 
 
 Renewal fee   $ 15.00 per year 
 Make Cheque Payable to:   Canadian Avanti Owners 
  

   Mail cheque to:   C. A. O. A. 
      David Moxham 

     P.O. Box 341 
     Noelville, Ontario 
     P0M 2N0 
 
Any questions? Please Contact: 
 

President   Steve Wohleber 705-383-2432 sbwohleber@gmail.com 
  

 Membership   Bill Harris 905-628-6370 billharris@rogers.com 
 
 Treasurer   David Moxham 705-898-1326 davemoxham@live.com 
 
 Secretary/Editor   Mike Emmerich 519-740-6118 studeemike@yahoo.ca 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION & ANNUAL RENEWAL FORM for 2013 
                  PLEASE FILL OUT THE FORM BELOW AND INCLUDE WITH MEMBERSHIP PAYMENT 

 
Name(s) Yours:                 Spouse: 
      Last Name    First Name 
Local Address:  
    Street    City  Province  postal code 

Alt. Address: 
    Street    City  Province  postal code 

Local Phone:       Alt. Phone:                                                                       
 
A.O.A.I Membership No.                                                                      E-Mail:  
(Avanti Owners Association Int.) 

 
Fill below your car information if new/changed: 

 
    Year 

 
          Serial # 

  Engine 
 Cubic In. 

 
     Car Model 

 
Exterior / Interior Color 

 Cond.  
 Code*   

 
*Condition Code: 1 Excellent; 2 Fine; 3 Very Good; 4 Driver; 5 Restorable 
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Membership Application & Renewal Form

  New Membership   Renewal
The A.O.A.I. welcomes anyone with an interest in Avanti vehicles and history.  Memberships are for one year only and
includes four (4) quarterly issues of Avanti Magazine.  Send a completed copy of this form along with payment in the form of a
check or money order made out to “A.O.A.I.” in U.S. Dollars to the address below.

AOAI Membership Phone (763) 420-7829
C/O Cornerstone Registrations, Ltd. Fax (763) 420- 7849
P.O. Box 1743
Maple Grove, MN  55311-6743
U.S.A.

Membership in U.S.:
First-time membership special (includes one-year subscription to Avanti Magazine) $ 19.95
Renewing members (includes $20 for a one-year subscription to Avanti Magazine) $ 25.00
Special: Pay for five years, get a 20% discount.  It's like getting the 5th year free! $ 100.00
LIFE MEMBERSHIP $ 500.00

Canada and Foreign Membership:
      First-time foreign Membership special (includes one-year subscription to Avanti Magazine) $ 25.95

Renewing foreign members (includes $20 for a one-year subscription to Avanti Magazine) $ 31.00

Additional:
Studebaker National Museum Building Fund Donation ($5, $10, $25, $100 or higher) $              

Total Amount:   $              

Name:                                                                                    Spouse:                                                                  

Date of Birth:                                                                           Spouse Date of Birth:                                                

Address:                                                                                                                                                                   

City:                                                                State/Prvnc:                              Postal Code:                                 

Phone: (            )                                             E-Mail:                                                                                             

Where did you learn about the A.O.A.I. ?:                                                                                                        

AOAI Member # (if renewal):                                               

Avantis Owned:

Year Model
(Example: “Avanti II”)

Serial Number

1

2

3
FORM 001 V1 AOAI NOVEMBER 2007
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ONTARIO CHAPTER SUMMERFEST WEEKEND 2013 

 
 

It’s back on the calendar after several years’ absence. Please join in the celebration of all things 
Summer on Friday, July 19/13. The weekend starts with attendance at the Seaway Mall Cruise 
Night and Studebakers will be the feature attraction. Attendance at this long running cruise is 
normally 300-350 cars on a July evening. 
 
On Saturday July 20/13 we will meet after breakfast and travel together on the lesser travelled 
paved roads of Niagara. Of course there will be questions to be answered and prizes awarded 
based on your powers of observation. This country tour will take us to the Canadian War Plane 
Heritage Museum in Hamilton where we will have lunch and a guided tour. Late afternoon we 
will depart and drive to Caledonia where we will enjoy a private three (3) hours Sunset Dinner 
Cruise on the Grande River which includes appetizers and a roast beef dinner. Vegetarian 
pasta or chicken may be substituted at no extra cost. 
 
The Hamilton Chapter and Canadian Avanti Owners have also been invited to attend. 
 
For those staying overnight we have blocked rooms at the Niagara Residence & Conference 
Centre, 555, First Avenue, Welland, ON. (905) 732-9700. These are 2 bedroom suites that can 
be rented for $79.95 a night. If you decide to buddy up with another couple, it’s $89.95 or 
$44.98 plus tax per couple.  Call By June 17/13 and don’t forget to mention Studebaker Drivers 
Club to get the discounted rate. 
 
For the Dinner Cruise to be private we need a minimum 50 people to participate, or Joanne &I 
will be held personally liable for the full tab of $2,350.00. Therefore we will need full payment 
of $47.00 per person (includes gratuity) for the Dinner Cruise no later than July 6/13. Failing 
50 participants, other arrangements will have to be made. Post dated cheques payable to Bob 
Easton will be gladly accepted. A cash bar is available during the cruise. 
 
Feel free to check out the venue and events on the web at, “Cruise Niagara” “Grand River 
Dinner Cruises”  “Niagara Residence & Conference Centre”  
 
Looking forward to seeing you and your Studebaker at Summerfest 2013. 
 
Your event Hosts 
Bob & Joanne Easton, 38 Pinehurst Dr. Welland, On L3C 3J1 (905) 734-3404  
bobeaston@sympatico.ca  
    
 
NAME: ________________________________________ PHONE:_________________________ 
 
          YES  NO  
             
Seaway Mall Cruise Night on Friday:     ------  ------ 
Driving tour on Saturday:       -------  ------ 
Warplane Heritage Museum:      -------  ------  
Grand River Dinner Cruise:      -------  ------- 
If YES to Dinner Cruise: Please enclose your cheque post-dated up to July 6/13.  Beef Dinner 
unless substitution is requested. 
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Last Words… 
People come into your life for a reason, a season or a lifetime. 
 
When you know which one it is, you will know what to do for that person. When someone 
is in your life for a REASON, it is usually to meet a need you have expressed. They have come to 
assist you through a difficulty, to provide you with guidance and support to aid you physically, 
emotionally or spiritually. They may seem like a godsend and they are. They are there for the 
reason you need them to be. Then, without any wrongdoing on your part or at an inconvenient 
time, this person will say or do something to bring the relationship to an end. Sometimes they 
die. Sometimes they walk away. Sometimes they act up and force you to take a stand. What we 
must realize is that our need has been met, our desire fulfilled, their work is done. The prayer 
you sent up has been answered and now it is time to move on.   
 
Some people come into your life for a SEASON, because your turn has come to share, grow or 
learn. They bring you an experience of peace or make you laugh. They may teach you 
something you have never done. They usually give you an unbelievable amount of joy. Believe 
it, it is real. But only for a season!  
 
LIFETIME relationships teach you lifetime lessons, things you must build upon in order to have a 
solid emotional foundation. Your job is to accept the lesson, love the person and put what you 
have learned to use in all other relationships and areas of your life. It is said that love is blind 
but friendship is clairvoyant.  
 
Thank you for being part of my life, whether you were a reason, a season or a lifetime. 
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