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The Canadian Avanti 
 
The Canadian Avanti is published bi-monthly by the Canadian Avanti Owners Association (CAOA), a chapter 
of the Avanti Owners Association International (AOAI).  
 
The Canadian Avanti Owners Association is a non-profit organization committed to preserving the history of 
the Avanti automobile. We currently have +60 members located in all provinces across Canada. We are a 
Chapter of the Avanti Owners Association International Inc. Our group strives to promote the research and 
study of the Avanti and the companies that have produced it over the years. We wish to share our knowledge 
with others and encourage the acquisition, preservation, restoration, and maintenance of all Avantis produced 
by Studebaker and successor companies. Our Canadian Chapter also promotes fellowship and camaraderie by 
publishing a newsletter bi-monthly, participating in local CAOA or Studebaker Drivers Club events and our 
general meetings held quarterly at various members’ homes. Ownership of an Avanti (Studebaker or successor) 
is not required. 
 
 

CAOA Chapter Officers 
 

President:   Steve Wohleber  sbwohleber@gmail.com  
       705-383-2432 
Vice Presidents: 
  
Prairies:   Ted Dirksen  tdirksen@suncor.com 
(Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba)    780-458-6134 
 
British Columbia  Dwayne Jacobson dwayne@havenproperties.ca 
       604-531-2341 
 
Ontario:   Hugh Campbell  avanti@cogeco.ca 
       519-978-0600 
 
East:    Graham Gagne  kg.works@ns.sympatico.ca 
(Quebec, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, PEI, NFLD)   902-758-1210 
  
Treasurer:   Dave Moxham  davemoxham@live.com 
       705-898-1326 
 
Secretary:   Mike Emmerich  Studeemike@yahoo.ca 
       519-740-6118 
 
Membership:   Bill Harris  billharris@rogers.com 
       905-628-6370 
 
Newsletter:   Mike Emmerich  Studeemike@yahoo.ca 
       519-740-6118 
 
Webmaster:   Sue Lusted  lin93@sympatico.ca 
       905-945-0027 
 
Technical Advisor  Peter Sant  psant@cogeco.ca 
       613-966-5160 
 
 

Websites: 
 

CAOA:   http://www.canadianavanti.ca 
AOAI:   http://www.aoai.org/ 
SDC:   http://www.studebakerdriversclub.com/ 
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President’s Message… 
 

All the best! Steve Wohleber 

We at CAOA certainly wish all of you the 
best for 2013 and hope your relevant 
mechanical /Avanti issues are kept to a 
minimum.  Remember, the maintenance 
of any vehicle, regardless of age or 
mileage averages out to about $1000.00 
per year.  If you are like me, that 
actually gives you quite some latitude 
for improvements and or ongoing 
maintenance.   I find it unbelievable that 
my Avanti costs less than maintaining 
my everyday driver.  But then we are 
talking 1500 km vs 20,000+ km per 
annum.  The point is, enjoying a piece of 

history is no more expensive than driving to the supermarket or LCBO in your brand 
X!  Don't you love relative value?  And of course the strategic term here is 
maintenance not major overhaul.  Our membership roster is steadily increasing, so I 
would suggest anyone who has not renewed yet; please do so by February in order 
to receive your 2013 calendar.  Now here is my request for the next 
newsletter.  When the Avanti was introduced, most of us were pre-teens, maybe a 
few years older, but certainly not in a position to buy one.  Ah, why is youth wasted 
on the young?  Perhaps some of you MAY have, in compensation, bought a 1/25 
model and turned it into your dream car.  I converted mine into a slot car, even 
painted it gold, (the colour of my Avanti).  So I am putting it out to you, if any still 
have a model of an Avanti, recent or otherwise, send in your pictures.  I would 
exclude any pre-assembled items.  We're looking for ones that have your imprint!  I 
will include mine...when I find it...in the next newsletter and hope to have a few 
more from the membership.  No judging here, mine is a real beater, but the fact that 
even back then, the interest was there.  What a car!  Please keep tabs on our meeting 
dates and events this year, and for our members further afield, please consider 
making contributions through e mail or through our web site concerning any issues, 
suggestions questions etc.  We would really like to engage as many of you as 
possible on a regular basis and will present your contributions at our meetings.   

 
Hopefully a little less snow in the fall! 

 
Playing with trains again – 2012. 
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Editor’s Message... 
 

By Mike Emmerich 

I assume that everyone had a great 
holiday and survived the season 
unscathed. I was very good and tried to 
not eat too much and am happy to say I 
was successful. How about you? 
 
2013 is looking to be a great year. Many 
activities planned, especially around our 
meetings. Would love to see you at one 
or all! As well, local SDC chapters are 
planning events which we are always 

welcome to attend – and I hope you do. Last I heard was that the 2013 Crossroads Zone 
Meet for SDC is being held in South Bend (hosted by Michiana Chapter). While not as 
grandiose as an International meet, it is always a great event held at the birthplace of 
Studebaker. Always worth the trip. 
 
As usual if you are planning to go to any shows or events, please be sure to snap a few 
pictures and provide a story on the event – what was it like etc. I always appreciate 
stories on how you got your Avanti and your interest in the model (or Studebaker). I 
always like maintenance and modification stories – what you did to fix what or made it 
better. Peter Sant is always happy to give advice. Like he told me, it is a continual 
learning process when it comes to an Avanti. 
 
I attached our renewal forms again this issue. Remember that if you renew before 
February 28, you will get a free 2013 calendar so don’t delay! 
 
Roly Lusted met-up with Phil Harris when in Reedsville for the swap meet last 
November. He asked him about the article and was advised that we made an error. So I 
asked Phil (via e-mail): “I did an article on an axle swap (using your axles) that Turning 
Wheels published. Roly Lusted told me that we made a small error in not replacing the 
Axle Seals. Can you send me a response (why they should be replaced) so I can publish a 
correction?” Phil Harris replied: “You need to use the inner axle seals provided with the 
kit because our axles are larger diameter. The other issue was when seating the bearing 
races by hitting the axle with a mallet. Both axles must be in when doing this; if not it 
doesn't do anything as the one side pushes against the other axle to seat the bearing cup 
against the outer retainer.” Fortunately, we had both axles in and the diameter difference 
is slight so unless Bill experiences a leaky seal, leave alone (it is now very easy to replace 
now that he has easily removed drums and axles). 
 
Now for something completely different. Matt Karas (26 and 
single) makes a Christmas tree every year for the past few 
years. It is about 1m in diameter and 2m high. Using hot-melt 
glue, it is made with empty James Ready 5.5 beer cans with a 
gold James Ready 6.0 can for the star.  In January, he takes the 
cans back to The Beer Store and starts the process (with full 
cans) for next Christmas. Kids… 
 
Cheers until next time! 
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By Mike Emmerich 

CAOA Meeting Minutes 
November 25, 2012 

 

Members Present: Welcome to the home of Barb and Jim Anderson. Sue and Roly 
Lusted, Barry and Carol Leppan, Steve Wohleber, Dave Moxham, 
Ralph Hart, Bill Harris, Wayne Hamilton and Sharon Pearce and 
Mike Emmerich. 

 

Call to Order: 12:45 pm 
 

Opening Remarks: Steve Wohleber thanked Barb and Jim Anderson for opening their 
home to host the meeting. Also thanks to everyone who brought 
food – it was delicious! Steve advised that Hugh Campbell and 
Bonny Butler expressed regrets about attending – they had bad 
weather in Chatham and the roads were too treacherous so they 
had to turn-around. At least it wasn’t a breakdown! 

 

Minutes: Minutes of September 9, 2012 as included in the newsletter by 
Mike Emmerich were reviewed. Motion to accept by Barry 
Leppan, seconded by Roly Lusted, carried. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Report covering September 2012 to November 2012 were 
presented by Dave Moxham. Motion to accept by Dave Moxham, 
seconded by Bill Harris, carried. 

 

Membership Report: Bill Harris reported we currently have 45 members. In 2011, 56 
and 2010, 64 members. There have been 16 renewals for 2013 (and 
16 calendars issued). There is one new (Ray Wise), gift from Neil 
Grant. 2011 AOAI Roster (latest we have) lists 56 members in 
Canada, 27 of which are in our chapter. Mike Emmerich will 
contact Dale Sexton and Steve James to get a current list of 
Canadian AOAI members. Proposal was made by Bill to send a 
copy of our latest “Canadian Avanti” to all non-members 
informing them of our existence and website. He might send to 
some of our previous members as well. 

Old Business: 
 

Web Site: Currently up-to-date. Please check out the website to see if your 
car is pictured (along with a story) and if it is not there – send to 
Mike Emmerich. 

 

Newsletter: Currently being mailed to seven members. If your e-mail address 
changes, please ensure you advise Mike Emmerich ASAP (or if 
you have another preferred address). 
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By Mike Emmerich 

Membership Renewal: Due January 1, 2013. If paid before February 28, will 
receive a free 2013 AOAI Calendar. All chapter 
memberships require a membership in the AOAI, which are 
due on expiry on membership card. Forms were sent with 
last newsletter. 

New Business: 
 

AOAI Certification: AOAI Meeting minutes dated October 28 had Chapter 
Certification discussed under Old Business. Mike Emmerich 
typically responds to Steve James in the spring (April?) with the 
last meeting minutes, treasurer’s report and current roster. He will 
inquire to ensure we are in good standing. He will also ask that 
since our chapter covers a large geography and members typically 
do not get-together on a regular basis, can the AOAI membership 
be relaxed (for remote members). 

 

Sponsorship: A donation was made to fund the plaque in recognition of the 
former Hamilton Studebaker plant. This will be considered our 
“2013” donation so any future suggestions would apply to 2014. 
The SNM adopt-a-car or endowment fund are considerations – will 
investigate when member(s) attend the Michiana Swap Meet in 
May. 

 

Hamilton Plant Demo: There was lots of coverage of the Homecoming Event by the 
Hamilton Spectator and CHCH news. They are currently demoing 
from the inside out. The Studebaker sign is still up, but appears to 
be coming down very soon. 

 

Wood from Hamilton:  Robert Hefkey presented to the Hamilton Chapter November 18 
that the “100 Mile Home & Design Centre” purchased wood 
reclaimed from the floor of the Studebaker plant. This old growth 
yellow pine cut long grain style can be made into furniture or 
other unique items with now historical significance for 
Studebaker owners. Retail location is 4087 Harvester Road, Unit 
#11, Burlington, ON., L7L 5M3, telephone 905 319-2333. See 
www.100milehome.ca for additional information or contact 
robbobby4222@yahoo.ca, 519-301-3049. 

 

Elections: Executive has advised all will stand and there have been no 
additional nominations. Congratulations to all! 

 

Christmas Party: Steve Wohleber thanked the Hamilton Chapter for inviting the 
CAOA. He also thanked them for all the gifts he and Barb won! 
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By Mike Emmerich 

Events: 
 

Events under Discussion: Badenoch Swap Meet – April? 
  Michiana Swap Meet – May? 
  Ontario Chapter Summerfest – June/July? 

 Dave Moxham, Steve Wohleber and Bill Harris to arrange 
a fall tour – September? 

 Ontario Chapter Mapleleaf Tour – October? 
 

Zone Meet: 2013 Zone meet for Crossroads region (SDC) is still being 
planned. 

 

International Meets: 2013 is in Colorado Springs Colorado, 2014 is Dover 
Delaware (both SDC meets). AOAI may offer a combined 
meet so stay tuned.  

 
Meetings for 2013:  April – Home of Mike Emmerich. Badenoch Swap Meet and 

shopping in St Jacobs. 
 June – Home of Bill Harris. Shop Tours and shopping in Stratford. 
 September – Home of Steve Wohleber, North Tour. 
 November – Home of Ralph Hart, Hamilton Chapter Christmas 

Party. 
 Alternate – in case of scheduling difficulties, Wayne Hamilton and 

Sharon Pearce have offered their home. 
 

We encourage any member who would like to open their home to a meeting (or know of 
a good location to hold one). Please contact any of the executive to let us know. 
 
Motion to Adjourn:  Sue Lusted @ 1:48.34 pm… 
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Letters to the Editor 
 

By Mike Emmerich 

Sep 10: Hi Mike, I actually drove the 
Hawk a few days before DYSD, down to 
Ron's Transmission Service in Hamilton, 
as I was up to 3 leaks, rear seal, pan 
gasket and rear axle pinion, so it was 
time to face the music. They are now all 
fixed and we are looking at a little gas 
tank leak, always something eh? 
Attached is a shot of the Hawk Saturday 
Sept 8th, DYSD, now resting on a very 
high perch and looking like a baby bird 
waiting to be fed! Note the custom 
made hood support rod that also matches the yellow hoist frame. Thanks, Barry Leppan 
Editor: I checked my SPAM folder and found this e-mail from Barry, so I thought I would 
include it this issue – better late than never! 
 
Nov 12:  Hi Mike, Here's a little blurb on the Avanti activity in the Maritimes. 
I included an extra photo of some of the cars at the A&W meet - Halifax harbour is in the 
background. Grahame Gagne. 
Editor: Thanks for the update. You will have to keep me updated on the Atlantic 
Nationals, as I might be coming out (in the Avanti of course)… 
 
Nov 15:  Another great issue Mike! Especially liked the story from Neil Grant!! Touching, 
nostalgic and funny all at the same time… Keith Brooks (Brooksie)… 
 
Nov 18:  Hi Mike......picture of Avanti with new spoiler. I installed new 350/330 engine 
with serpentine system last week and of course there were a lot of issues. I am still 
waiting for new thermostatically controlled Electric Fan; shifts have to calibrated, choke 
adjusted etc. Unfortunately, I ran out of time and car had to be stored. I will tell the 
"rest of the story" in the spring. Thanks and take care......Glenn Stevens 
Editor: Good thing we Canadians have winter – gives us time to catch up on those little 
items (at least that is the story I am sticking to)… 
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Letters to the Editor 
 

By Mike Emmerich 

Nov 19:  Hi Mike, just a follow up to the subject of oil for older cars. A couple of times I 
have purchased Castrol Edge 5W-50 fully synthetic oil they sell specifically for classic 
cars with flat tappet engines. It has additional zinc additives and sells at Canadian Tire 
for around $48. Regards, Dave Moxham. 
Editor: About time we finally have “options” for the ZDDP issue (lack of) for those with 
old engines with flat tappet camshafts. 
 

Dec 3: Good day. Arrangements are finally confirmed so I can announce the dates for 
Summerfest 2013. Hotel is set for the Niagara College Residence and Conference Centre 
for Friday July 19/13 & Saturday July 20/13, and the Grand River Dinner Cruise on 
Saturday evening which will be private if we can fill a boat. Both have agreed to last 
year’s prices since I booked early. Plans include attending the Seaway Mall Welland 
Cruise in on Friday night, a trip down the lesser travelled (paved) roads in Niagara with 
some power of observation questions to be answered and visiting the Hamilton War 
Plane Heritage Museum followed by the dinner Cruise on the Saturday. This is an 
Ontario Chapter sponsored event and attendance by the Hamilton Chapter as well as 
the Avanti Group and friends of members is welcomed for some or all of the weekend 
events. Bob & Joanne Easton 
PS. More details concerning hotel, museum, cruise etc. to follow in January we expect. 
Direct any question to us. 
 

Dec 19: Hi Roly & Mike, Please see the note below and attachment re a local event 
being planned for next September. I would like to have both our clubs participate if 
possible as it is a change from what has been tried in Burlington before and it should be 
quite a show! Needless to say it is for a very good cause and I hope we can attract a 
great showing of Avanti's and Studebakers. Wadda ya think? Thanks, Barry Leppan. 
“The first Halton Heroes Gala was last Sept. at the Burl Conv. Centre. The purpose is to 
raise funds for the families of fallen or severely injured police officers in Halton. 
Approx. $125,000 was raised. The next Gala is on Sept. 20, 2013. 
Myself, Scott Robinson, and Reg Titian, are attempting to assist them by holding an 
outdoor Rock ‘n Roll Concert on Sept. 14, 2013. Any and all profit will be donated to the 
Gala one week later. The Concert will be at Nelson Stadium and will be a 60’s festival. 
The (original) Drifters are confirmed, as are the Contours. There will also be a Beach 
Boys cover band and the cast from Beatlemania. As part of the event, there will be a 
vintage car show. The Golden Horseshoe Mustang Club is confirmed and we hope the 
Studebaker Club will take part. The Concert will run from approx. 3 PM to 10 PM. 
Cheers, Wayne Brown, 905-484-4359.” 
 

Dec 12: What a garage! I glad someone has the wherewith all to maintain and care for 
these cars in an appropriate manner. I'm just sorry it's not me. Roly Lusted. 
Craig Jackson's Nice Little Garage. Craig Jackson is the president of Barrett-Jackson 
auctions, as seen on Speed channel. 
 Nice little garage........ sound on 
   

 

Dec 17: Hey Mike. Not sure if this is right ...needs spellcheck. Pic to follow that goes with 
the story...Thanks Hugh Campbell 
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Letters to the Editor 
 

By Mike Emmerich 

Editor: It works. You and Bonny and the whole family have a great holiday and let me 
know if in my neck of the woods. PS - Would you like to go to the Hot Rod Show at 
COBO hall this winter/Spring? 
Dec 28: Hi Mike...just checked the dates...its March 8-10...sounds good ....I go almost 
every year...have a Happy New Year ....talk to you soon...Hugh Campbell. 
 

Dec 23: Mike, All the best for a Merry Christmas and a safe, healthy and prosperous 
New Year. Hope to get my mess out to you first week of Jan! : ) 
Steve and Barb Wohleber 
 

Dec 24: Mike, All the best to you at Christmas Mike and wish you well in 2013. Let's visit 
in the New Year either before I leave for Scottsdale on Jan 13 or after when I return on 
Jan 30. Happy New Year, Bill Harris 
Editor: Sounds like an awesome opportunity and I know you will have fun. I will watch 
for you on SPEED to see if you bid on a 1963 R3 Avanti! 
 

Dec 25: Merry Christmas to 
all Avanti owners and a 
Blessed New Year’s. Driving 
the Avanti today rather than 
a sled is none other than??? 
Dwayne Jacobson. 
Editor: I think I can guess… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dec 25: Merry Christmas Mike. New phone number is 613-710-0422 
Trying to include 2 Avanti pics. David Brooks. 
 

  
 

Editor: A fibreglass car towing a fibreglass boat. Go figure. 
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Meet Hugh Campbell… 
 

By Hugh Campbell 

Hello to all Avanti owners. My name is Hugh 

Campbell and I’ve owned my Avanti for 30 

years, quite possibly this week. I purchased it 

from a body shop that had found it and as it 

was a one owner started restoring. They 

bought a new frame from the factory, stripped 

the paint, rebuilt the motor and quit at the hog 

troughs. I was 21 at the time and had received 

my second layoff notice in two years from 

GM (the recession years). It was Christmas 

time and I knew I needed to make some 

money plus start the new year off in a 

positive way. So enter the Avanti. 
 

I'm thinking this is an assembly project since half the work is done. The price was $7000 dollars 

or what they had into it. Selling my dream car, a 1975 Corvette four-speed convertible was no 

problem (except that it was winter) so I went to the bank, borrowed 7Gs for a basket case with a 

layoff notice and a bigger dream. I never looked back, no pun intended. I started right away; 

organizing, reading history of Studebaker, trips to South Bend, parts from Newman Altman etc. 

Then, months later, GM calls me back. 1983 to 1992 was all boom time working seven days a 

week so I barely touched the car. In 1992 I committed to finishing the car and one more part was 

all I needed, the license plate “LOEWY”.  
 

I can tell you that, this car has changed my life in many ways, especially a way I never knew in 

that how many people love this car. A five minute drive is worth all the time and work I've done. 

I’m a proud owner of rolling history. I am 51 now, retired from GM, born at the right time to get 

in and get out. I also have two girls 17 and 13 and Bonny whom I met one year ago and life 

couldn't be better.  
 

I was also fortunate to buy an old cottage 20 years ago on the Detroit River which is another 

restoration project, where I can enjoy making ice rinks, canoeing and watching the wildlife – it is 

just amazing. If you are ever in the area, or just passing through we would be happy to have you 

drop in. Thanks to all who have made this possible. 
 

 
Fleetwood Cruzein 2008 

 
And in 2009… 
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Avanti in the Maritimes 
 

By Grahame Gagne 

I have one of three known Avanti in the Maritimes (#1630 - R1). One belonging to Brian & 
Norma Chappell (1975 Avanti II) is also in Nova Scotia and the other belonging to Boyd Geddes 
(1964 R2) is in New Brunswick.  
 
Our Avanti has been off 
the road for the past year 
while I got around to 
installing a new dash (the 
third but, that's another 
story!), headliner, rubber 
door sills, etc. I finally got 
it on the road just in time 
to take in the Atlantic 
Canada Chapter's annual 
Fall Tour. The tour was in 
the beautiful Kennebecasis 
and St. John River valleys of New Brunswick. The drive is about three hours away from home 
here in Cooks Brook, NS. To make the trip easier I opted to go the day before and stay with our 
Jarvis friends and fellow club members. All went well for the first 5 km or so from home when it 
started to rain. Not a problem as far as leaks but, for some reason the wipers decided to get 
fussy and blow the reset each time I turned them on. Not a good start. Since the windshield had 
a good coat of 'Rain Away' and the next day was to be clear and sunny. I decided to press on. At 
times the rain was heavy and there were many transports on the Trans Canada. Even so, I was 
still able to drive safely as the rain was beading off the windshield quite well. Rain Away or 
RainX doesn't work as well on the Avanti as on our other Studies. It seems that the air flow gets 
deflected for the most part over the windshield. It's the passing air flow that helps clear off the 
windshield and under 70 mph it is hampered somewhat. It is OK in daytime driving but I'm not 
sure how good it would be at night.  
 
I arrived safely in Moncton at the Jarvis' and spent a pleasant evening. After a good night's rest 
we headed out only to find that the temperature had dropped dramatically in the night and the 
cars were well frosted up with the rain of the day before. No problem starting the Studebakers 
and scrapping the windows. But a problem arose when I turned on the defroster blower - no 
go! The fuse was blown and replacement promptly blew as well. Now in all my dash work I 
didn't go near the heater/defroster switches so I figured I must have pinched the motor lead. 
Once in motion there was plenty of flow through heat and the windows were clear and I was 
toasty in no time.  
 
The rest of the tour was problem free and it was a wonderful cool sunny day for seeing the fall 
colours. The tour wrapped up about 7 pm following supper in Sussex, NB. This left me with a 
four hour nighttime drive home. The weather was clear so it was good that way. However, I 
think I could have benefited from more headlight power. Now on the list are a relay, circuit 
breaker and halogen sealed beams for the Avanti. By the way, after getting home I found that 
one of the wires leading into the wiper motor was partially grounding. Once the connections 
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Avanti in the Maritimes 
 

By Grahame Gagne 

were fixed up and the leads through to the motor isolated the wipers are 100%. As for the 
heater. Somehow I must have bumped something or jolted the heater switch and caused it to 
ground when installing the new headliner. It wasn't necessary to remove the overhead switch 
panel to replace the headliner so I have no idea how it happened. There isn't all that much 
wiggle room for the switches in the overhead unit so beware if you start blowing fuses.  
 
Brian & Norma Chappell are the owners of a beautiful burgundy '75 Avanti. They drive it a lot 
during the summer months including trips to the US. One event Brian likes to make is the big 
A&W show in August each year where gatherings from across the country via for the most 
attendees. In 2011 the winner was the A&W in Woodside just outside Dartmouth, NS. with over 
1,500+ cars in the show. Here is a shot of Brian at this year’s gathering.  
 

  
 
Another major gathering of collector cars in the Maritimes is the Atlantic Nationals in Moncton, 
NB. It happens in August and there were over two thousand cars on show. Boyd Geddes 
regularly attends this show with his '64 candy red Avanti. It gets lots of attention and along with 
other Studebakers from the Atlantic Canada Chapter at the show, helps to promote the 
Studebaker marque. 
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Paul Wilson: Forget the steel-mill stacks – Hamilton 

has a secret silo 

By Paul Wilson, CBC News 

The Pearce farm, just south of Hamilton Airport, was recognized this year under the Ontario 

Heritage Act. The showpiece clay-block silo has been standing there for a century. (Paul 

Wilson/ CBC)  
 

It doesn’t appear in any brochure. It is nowhere to be found on the Tourism Hamilton website. 

Yet right at the south edge of the city, there is a man-made wonder like no other in these parts. 

It does not light up like the Eiffel Tower. It does not rise as high as our famous steel-mill stacks. 

But you’ve probably never seen a silo like the one at Sharon Pearce’s farm, Chippewa Road at 

Glancaster, just south of the airport. 
 

Sharon Pearce owns a silo unlike any other in 

these parts. (Paul Wilson/ CBC)  

 

Her silo is so special that it – and the handsome 

farm on which it sits – has been recognized this 

year under the Ontario Heritage Act. 

 

A lot of new silos don’t rise at all. They’re just a 

long pit, white plastic over top. The new ones 

that do go up are usually made of steel. Nothing 

interesting about them. 

 

And the old ones, of which you’ll still see plenty on a drive in the country, are made of boring 

dull-grey concrete. 
 

But the one on the Pearce farm is the Cadillac of silos. It climbs several storeys into the air and 

its shiny coffee-coloured exterior gleams in the sun. 

14



Paul Wilson: Forget the steel-mill stacks – Hamilton 

has a secret silo 

By Paul Wilson, CBC News 

Ladies and gentlemen, you have before you the weatherproof, fireproof, vermin-proof Natco 

Everlasting Silo. It is made of glazed, non-porous, vitrified-clay hollow blocks. It is about a 

hundred years old. 

 

Sharon Pearce, raised on a farm, came to this acreage with husband Warren 25 years ago. They 

liked the 1882 Gothic stone farmhouse. They liked the land. "And we liked that silo," Sharon 

says. 
 

The Gothic stone farmhouse dates back to 

1882. (Paul Wilson/ CBC)  

 

She and Warren set to work, raising cattle, 

pigs, chickens and planting corn, wheat, oats. 

They ran a trucking business on the side – two 

dump trucks and two water trucks. They had a 

meat shop at the back door too, though Sharon 

is sure most people were really coming by to 

look around that beautiful old house. 

 
 

Sixteen years ago, Warren died. Sharon carried on. "I dug in my heels and decided nothing was 

going to knock me down," she says. 

 

And she did have the able hand of Art French, who grew up on a farm in these parts. He became 

a pilot with Air Canada. But in retirement, he helped Sharon with the farm and shared his 

passion for history. He’s the one who encouraged Sharon to have her farm recognized. 

 

Wayne Hamilton is no farmer, but wife Sharon 

Pearce has found him handy around the place. 

(Paul Wilson/ CBC)  

 

Eight years ago, Sharon married Wayne 

Hamilton. He too had lost his spouse. He’s no 

farmer, but the retired Dofasco engineer has 

proven very handy around the place. 

 

And there’s less farming on this 118-acre spread 

now. Sharon rents out the land. At a time when 

a combine costs $500,000, you have to go big or go home. The livestock’s all gone now too, so 

there’s no need for a silo. 
 

In the old days, it would have been loaded to the top with chopped-up corn from the field. Now 

the silo is just a pretty thing. 
 

An ad in a 1914 edition of the Farmer’s Advocate says that the "Natco Everlasting Silo has a 

survival value unequalled – it will last for generations." Now that’s truth in advertising. 
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Paul Wilson: Forget the steel-mill stacks – Hamilton 

has a secret silo 

By Paul Wilson, CBC News 

 

                                                                         (Wayne Hamilton/ CAOA)                                                                       

Article used with permission from Paul Wilson/CBC (Paul.Wilson@cbc.ca) 

See http://www.cbc.ca/hamilton/talk/story/2012/11/28/hamilton-silo.html for the original article. 
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Tech Tips 
 

By Peter Sant 

Does your Speedometer needle jump around? 
 
The speedometer on my Champ Truck started to act erratically so I thought that the cable 
needed lubricating. I reached in behind the dash and unhooked the cable from the 
speedometer head. I removed the cable and carefully lubricated it (a messy job) and re-
installed it. 
 

It still acted erratically so I bought a new cable and shaft assembly and put it on. The 
speedometer acted worse. Then it stopped completely and I knew what happened. The new 
cable had sheared off. The question was why. 
 

Reading on the internet I found that other people had the same problem. Our cars are 50 years 
old and the speedometer head needs to be lubricated. So I pulled off the speedometer head 
and there is a small hole where the cable attaches and the brass shaft connector is supposed to 
rotate freely. Mine was completely seized. A little judicious work with an oil can and a 
screwdriver that fitted the shaft connector and it finally spun freely. Reconnecting everything 
and it now operates as it should. 
 

The purpose of this story is; if the speedometer needle bounces around pull the speedometer 
out of the dash and lubricate it. It will be like new. 
 

Disconnect your battery 
 
We are constantly admonished to disconnect the battery in our cars whenever we work on 
them. It is in the shop manual and usually included with any aftermarket part that you buy. 
Who follows the rules!! Not me. Especially when all that I am doing is changing the spark plugs. 
 

Well now, here is the rest of the story.  
 

Somehow, and I still don't know where I touched something, I started to see smoke. My limited 
knowledge of electricity tells me when the smoke leaves, something stops working. I am 
convinced that electricity is moved around by smoke. 
 

Anyway, I caused a huge meltdown of my entire underhood wiring harness on my Champ Truck 
before I could unhook the battery cables. Where is the 5/16"wrench when you need it? 
My failure to follow the rules about disconnecting the battery cost me three days and a lot of 
agony to re-wire the beast. 
 

Do you think that I will disconnect the battery the next time? You bet. In fact I bought a 
disconnect switch. Talk about horses and barn doors!!  
 

Make sure that you stay within the rules when working on your Studebaker. 
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Upcoming Events... 
 
Chapter Events 
 
2013: April: Badenoch Swap Meet – Badenoch ON – TBA 
 May: Michiana Swap Meet – South Bend IN – TBA 
 June: Fleetwood Cruizein (Plunketts) – London ON – TBA 
 July: Atlantic Nationals – Moncton NB. See 

http://www.atlanticnationals.com/ 
 September: North Tour – Britt ON – TBA 
  
Meetings for 2013:  April 27 – Home of Mike Emmerich. Badenoch Swap Meet and 

shopping in St Jacobs. 
 June – Home of Bill Harris. Shop Tours and shopping in Stratford. 
 September – Home of Steve Wohleber, North Tour. 
 November – Home of Ralph Hart, Hamilton Chapter Christmas 

Party. 
 Alternate – in case of scheduling difficulties, Wayne Hamilton and 

Sharon Pearce have offered their home. 
 

AOAI Events 
 
See SDC Events below. 
 
SDC Events 
 
Zone Meet: 2013 Zone meet for Crossroads region (SDC) is still being planned. 
 
June 30- July 6, 2013: 49th INTERNATIONAL MEET, in Colorado Springs, CO. Hosted 

by the Pikes Peak Chapter, HQ: Crowne Plaza at 
www.cpcoloradoosprings.com.  

 
June 28-July 5, 2014: 50th (Golden Anniversary) INTERNATIONAL MEET, at Dover 

Downs Hotel & Casino/Dover International Speedway in Dover 
Delaware. Hosted by the DelMarVa Peninsula Chapter. Website: 
www.DelMarVaSDC.org  

 
 

 
 
 
Have an event you would like to add? Please contact Mike Emmerich with the details and 
I will include. 
 
 

18

http://www.atlanticnationals.com/
http://www.cpcoloradoosprings.com/
http://www.delmarvasdc.org/


SOMETHING TO PONDER 
 

By George Carlin 

This has been circulating the Internet for a while now. I thought it was rather appropriate in light of the 
start of the “resolution” season… 
 

 

George Carlin's wife died early in 2008 and George followed her, dying in July 2008. It is ironic George 
Carlin - comedian of the 70's and 80's - could write something so very eloquent and so very appropriate.  
 
An observation by George Carlin:  
 
The paradox of our time in history is that we have taller buildings but shorter tempers, wider Freeways, 
but narrower viewpoints. We spend more, but have less, we buy more, but enjoy less. We have bigger 
houses and smaller families, more conveniences, but less time. We have more degrees but less sense, 
more knowledge, but less judgment, more experts, yet more problems, more medicine, but less 
wellness.  
 
We drink too much, smoke too much, spend too recklessly, laugh too little, drive too fast, get too angry, 
stay up too late, get up too tired, read too little, watch TV too much, and pray too seldom.  
 
We have multiplied our possessions, but reduced our values. We talk too much, love too seldom, and 
hate too often.  
 
We've learned how to make a living, but not a life. We've added years to life not life to years. We've 
been all the way to the moon and back, but have trouble crossing the street to meet a new neighbor. 
We conquered outer space but not inner space. We've done larger things, but not better things.  
 
We've cleaned up the air, but polluted the soul. We've conquered the atom, but not our prejudice. We 
write more, but learn less. We plan more, but accomplish less. We've learned to rush, but not to wait. 
We build more computers to hold more information, to produce more copies than ever, but we 
communicate less and less.   
 
These are the times of fast foods and slow digestion, big men and small character, steep profits and 
shallow relationships. These are the days of two incomes but more divorce, fancier houses, but broken 
homes. These are days of quick trips, disposable diapers, throwaway morality, one night stands, 
overweight bodies, and pills that do everything from cheer, to quiet, to kill. It is a time when there is 
much in the showroom window and nothing in the stockroom. A time when technology can bring this 
letter to you, and a time when you can choose either to share this insight, or to just hit delete.  
 
Remember to spend some time with your loved ones, because they are not going to be around forever. 
 
Remember, say a kind word to someone who looks up to you in awe, because that little person soon will 
grow up and leave your side.   
 
Remember, to give a warm hug to the one next to you, because that is the only treasure you can give 
with your heart and it doesn't cost a cent.  
 
Remember, to say, 'I love you' to your partner and your loved ones, but most of all mean it. A kiss and 
an embrace will mend hurt when it comes from deep inside of you.   
 
Remember to hold hands and cherish the moment for someday that person will not be there again. 
 
Give time to love, give time to speak! And give time to share the precious thoughts in your mind. 
 
And always remember, life is not measured by the number of breaths we take, but by those moments 
that take our breath away. 
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   MMEEMMBBEERRSSHHIIPP  RREENNEEWWAALL  FFOORR  22001133  

 
The Canadian Avanti Owners Association (CAOA) is a non-profit 
organization committed to preserving the history of the Avanti 
automobile. We currently have +60 members located in all provinces 
across Canada. We are a Chapter of the Avanti Owners Association 
International Inc (http://www.aoai.org/). Our group strives to promote 
the research and study of the Avanti and the companies that have 
produced it over the years. We wish to share our knowledge with others 
and encourage the acquisition, preservation, restoration, and 
maintenance of all Avantis produced by Studebaker and successor 
companies. Our Canadian Chapter also promotes fellowship and 

camaraderie by publishing a newsletter quarterly, participating in local CAOA or Studebaker Drivers Club events 
and our general meetings held quarterly at various members’ homes. Ownership of an Avanti (Studebaker or 
successor) is not required. 
 
 Renewal fee   $ 15.00 per year 
 Make Cheque Payable to:   Canadian Avanti Owners 
  

   Mail cheque to:   C. A. O. A. 
      David Moxham 

     P.O. Box 341 
     Noelville, Ontario 
     P0M 2N0 
 
Any questions? Please Contact: 
 

President   Steve Wohleber 705-383-2432 sbwohleber@gmail.com 
  

 Membership   Bill Harris 905-628-6370 billharris@rogers.com 
 
 Treasurer   David Moxham 705-898-1326 davemoxham@live.com 
 
 Secretary/Editor   Mike Emmerich 519-740-6118 studeemike@yahoo.ca 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION & ANNUAL RENEWAL FORM for 2013 
                  PLEASE FILL OUT THE FORM BELOW AND INCLUDE WITH MEMBERSHIP PAYMENT 

 
Name(s) Yours:                 Spouse: 
      Last Name    First Name 
Local Address:  
    Street    City  Province  postal code 

Alt. Address: 
    Street    City  Province  postal code 

Local Phone:       Alt. Phone:                                                                       
 
A.O.A.I Membership No.                                                                      E-Mail:  
(Avanti Owners Association Int.) 

 
Fill below your car information if new/changed: 

 
    Year 

 
          Serial # 

  Engine 
 Cubic In. 

 
     Car Model 

 
Exterior / Interior Color 

 Cond.  
 Code*   

 
*Condition Code: 1 Excellent; 2 Fine; 3 Very Good; 4 Driver; 5 Restorable 

20



Membership Application & Renewal Form

  New Membership   Renewal
The A.O.A.I. welcomes anyone with an interest in Avanti vehicles and history.  Memberships are for one year only and
includes four (4) quarterly issues of Avanti Magazine.  Send a completed copy of this form along with payment in the form of a
check or money order made out to “A.O.A.I.” in U.S. Dollars to the address below.

AOAI Membership Phone (763) 420-7829
C/O Cornerstone Registrations, Ltd. Fax (763) 420- 7849
P.O. Box 1743
Maple Grove, MN  55311-6743
U.S.A.

Membership in U.S.:
First-time membership special (includes one-year subscription to Avanti Magazine) $ 19.95
Renewing members (includes $20 for a one-year subscription to Avanti Magazine) $ 25.00
Special: Pay for five years, get a 20% discount.  It's like getting the 5th year free! $ 100.00
LIFE MEMBERSHIP $ 500.00

Canada and Foreign Membership:
      First-time foreign Membership special (includes one-year subscription to Avanti Magazine) $ 25.95

Renewing foreign members (includes $20 for a one-year subscription to Avanti Magazine) $ 31.00

Additional:
Studebaker National Museum Building Fund Donation ($5, $10, $25, $100 or higher) $              

Total Amount:   $              

Name:                                                                                    Spouse:                                                                  

Date of Birth:                                                                           Spouse Date of Birth:                                                

Address:                                                                                                                                                                   

City:                                                                State/Prvnc:                              Postal Code:                                 

Phone: (            )                                             E-Mail:                                                                                             

Where did you learn about the A.O.A.I. ?:                                                                                                        

AOAI Member # (if renewal):                                               

Avantis Owned:

Year Model
(Example: “Avanti II”)

Serial Number

1

2

3
FORM 001 V1 AOAI NOVEMBER 2007
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